Chali
More than one thousand people
belonging to the Chali ethnic group live in
eastern Bhutan, the landlocked, mysterious
Buddhist Himalayan kingdom. They inhabit
a few villages in the Mongar (also spelled
Monggar and Mongaa) District.

itself is of minor interest to visitors, the area
has strikingly beautiful scenery, as does
most of Bhutan.
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Chali

Mongar is a small, nondescript town with
a population of about 1,500 people. It
sits on the top of a ridge and is protected
from the wind by a row of large eucalyptus
trees. Mongar proudly boasts one bank,
a hospital and a post ofﬁce. It also has a
small Buddhist monastery, housing ﬁfty or
sixty monks, some of whom are young boys
not yet in their teens. Although the town
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converted the king and his rival, restoring
the country to peace. . . . The ﬁrst visit of
Guru Rimpoche to Bumthang is recognized
as the true introduction of Buddhism to
Bhutan.’3
There are no known Christians among the
Chali people. Few have ever heard the
gospel in a meaningful manner.
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