Baotou is the largest city within the Inner
Mongolia Autonomous Region in China.
It's population of more than 1.6 million
primarily consists of Han Chinese. Despite
its location in Inner Mongolia, there are
only 25,000 ethnic Mongols living in the
city, in addition to 28,000 Hui Muslims,
18,000 Manchu, 650 Koreans, 550 Daurand |
220 Xibe. Many of the street signs in|

Baotou are in the Mongolian script, but
these are mainly for show only, as the
population of the city is overwhelmingly
Han, and even many of the people classified |
as Mongols in the city have lost their|
cultural identity and mother tongue. :

many foreign visitors

Baotou City, being a relatively new
sprawling metropolis, contains  few
interesting sites. One of main attractions in
the region is a mausoleum to Genghis
Khan, the great Mongol conqueror of the
13th century. It is located outside the town
of Dongsheng, five hours southwest of
Baotou. Although five hours might seem a
long distance to travel for some, in Inner
Mongolia the vast distances and thinly
populated grasslands mean it is nearby by
|local standards. Nobody 1s sure where
| Genghis is buried, so a number of
mausoleums and memorials to his memory

Baotou is situated on the banks of the
Yellow River. Baotou means ‘land with deer’ in
Mongolian, although deer have long been hunted to
extinction in this part of the province. Baotou was a small,
non-descript town clustered in the semi-arid desert until
the 1950’s, when the railway line from Baotou to Beijing
and Yinchuan was constructed and good roads were built
to enable to central government to mine the region’s coal
and iron deposits. Tens of thousands of workers flooded
into Baotou, causing it to develop into a large
industrialized city almost overnight. Today, Baotou is a
geographically huge ¢ity. Its suburbs spread out for more
than 20 km (12 miles) from the city center. The people of
Baotou, who are considered very friendly, do nat see too

are found scattered across the Mongolian
world. In 1954, the Mongols brought back the supposed
ashes of Genghis from Qinghai Province, where they had
been hidden from the Japanese invaders. They were placed
in the mausoleum where they continue to be worshipped and
revered by Mongolians who often travel days to view them.
Genghis Khan does not only represent a great hero to
Meongolians, but his memory also promises them hope of a
better future, as they recall the time when the Mongol
hordes ruled from Southeast Asia to Eastern EFurope,
establishing the largest empire in the history of the world.

Closer to Baotou is the Wudangzhao Monastery, some 70
km (43 miles) from the city. This Tibetan Buddhist
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monastery was built in 1749 and housed 1,200
monks at its zenith, Before the Tibetans brought
their religion across the Yellow River, the
Mongols were primarily worshippers of nature
They made sacrifices and prayed to the moon,
sun, stars and wind. Shamans, or spiri{-priests,
were called in to mediale between the
community and the spirit-world. The Wudang-
zhao Monastery 1s a significant spiritual strong-
hold and would be a good Jocation for prayer
and intercession teams to visit.

Catholic missionaries {irst ventured into Inner
Mongelia in the 17th century, adapting the
Gospel to the needs of the people. In many areas
the priests reported many converts, but a closer
inspection reveals that often the incentive was an
economic  one. The Catholics - allowed
“believers™ to farm their land and gave tools and
livestock to those who would join them. Modern
Protestant work did not get underway until 18935,
when the Scandinavian Alliance Mission sent D.
W. Stenberg to the region. He was joined by
other workers, many of whom lost their lives
during the Boxer Rebellion in 1900.

In 1921 Rev. Li Jinbiao founded the Assembly of
God near Baotou. Using the catch phrase “Fear
no poverty, neither hardship nor death”, Li soon
had more than 4,000 converts in the Baolou area,

In the past decade there has been a tremendous
outpouring of God’s saving power in parts of
Inner Mongolia. The ¢hurch in the city of Hohot,
[urther east of Baotou, has experienced explosive
arowth. This revival has also impacted Baotou,
but not to the same extent as in Hohot.

Today there are around 30,000 believers in
Baotou, meeting in more than 100 small
churches i the city’s suburbs, This amounts to
only about 2% of the city’s population however.
Most people in Baotou have never heard the
Gospel in a life-transforming manner.
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A newspaper salesman with kis mebile shop attached te his bicyele. The
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Pray for Baoto

1
2
3

Pray the recent small flickers of revival fire in Baotou would be
fanned into a mighty raging fire that would sweep hundreds of
thousands of prezious souls into the Kingdom of Ged

Pray the Christian movement would not be confined to the Han
Chinese, but would spread to ethnic Maongols, Hui and
nationalities throughout the Tegion

Il other

Pray all people in Baotou would soon have the chance w accept or
reject the offer of Christ's salvation
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