The 1990 census listed a population of
almost one million people living in
Gongzhuling City in the western part of
Jilin Provinee in northeast China. Formerly
part of Manchuria, the area was invaded by
the Japanese and occupied between 1933-
45. The population of Gongzhuling has
mushroomed since the opening of thef
Changehun to Shenyang railway. The
railroad has transformed Gongzhuling from
a sleepy town to a bustling city. By the turn
of the millennium the population of
Gongzhuling is expected to surpass 1
million, and nearly 1.8 million by the year
20100

| Gongzhuling is primarily an agriculiural-
based city with some 69% of the workforce
Jengaged in agriculture-based jobs. Maize
| is the primarily crop grown throughout the
region. Production in the prefecture
| reaches an annual output of five billion kg
(11 billion pounds). Gongzhuling has not
| developed at the same rate as many other
| cities in the northeast. The result 1s one of

the lowest employment rates of any of the
|cities profiled in this book. Jobless men
and women can often be seen on the streets
of Gongzhuling with small signs offering
themselves for work. The high rate of
unemployment prevails desmte the rich
| mineral de-

Located only 65 km (40 miles) southeast of =
the provineial capital Changchun, Gongzhuling is part of
Siping Prefecture, an administrative unit that contains 3.5
million people living in Gongzhuling City, Lishu County,
Shuangliac City and Yitong County. Siping City itself is
located further south of Gongzhuling, near the provineial
horder between Jilin and Liaoning. The area is well-
watered with thirty-five different rivers coming down out
of the mountains to the east of the plain.

In addition to the Han Chinese majority, who comprise
96% of the city’'s population, Gongzhuling contains more
than 27,000 ethnic Manchus, 4,000 Koreans, 2,000 Hui
Muslims, and 1,600 Mongols.
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who do have jobs are
employed in industries desig-
ned to process mmerals such
as tabular spar, marble,
quartz and natural gas.

As with most cities in
China’s northeast, the
Manchu once dominated the
culture and politics  of
Gongzhuling. The Manchus ==
broke through the Great Wall
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A = have never heard the Gospel or the nama of Christ
B = were cvangelized but have not yel become Christians
C = Adherents lo_w form of Christianity

and seized control of China, establishing the
Qing Dynasty between 1644-1911, Their
domination was purchased at the cost of the
ethnic identity, however, Today, just a small
number of Manchu are able to speak their

e Jlanguage,
gk«, which 15 a

b, : member of the
4 b% Tungus branch
ﬁ& %Of the Altaic
y family, believ-
ed to be distant-
ly related to
Mongolian and
- Korcan. Today,
,! the majority of
 Manchu are
| culturally and
4 linguistically
indistinguishab
le from the Han Chinese. The Manchu in

Gongzhuling speak the northeastern dialect of
Mandarin.

Missionaries worked in nearby Changchun City
from the 1880°s until the 1950’s when all
foreigners were expelled from China by the
Communist government, At that time, there were
eight different churches in Changchun from six .
denominations: Baptist, Lutheran. Seventh-Day Unemployed men daily line the streets of Gongzhuling and many other
Adventist, Presbyterian. the True Jesus Church  cities in China, displaying small signs asking for work.

and the Little Flock. Although there is no record
Pray for Gongzhuling

of specific outreach 1o Gongzhuling, which was
Gongzhuling has grown from a sleepy town to a large city, but the

then an insignificant farming town, the
Christians in Changchun may have influenced

church has not grown with it, Pray Gongzhuling would soon hear
of the Savior who died to set them free,

their neighbors and relatives in Gongzhuling.

I'oday, there are just a few small churches in
Gongzhuling. The majority of the city’s
inhabitants have no awareness of the message of 2
the Gospel, and live their lives outside the realm
of all Christian influence. Gongzhuling is one of
the neediest cities in the whole of northeast

China.
Overview of Gongzhuling
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Pray God would raise up workers from other parts of China to
travel to Gongzhuling and preach the Gospel 1o the city's
inhabitants. Pray many churches would soon be planted.

Pray Jesus Christ would be lifted up above Gongzhuling, that all
people would be drawn to Him,
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