The city of Liupanshui (also spelt
Lupanshui) in northwest Guizhou Province
is home to more than 2.4 million people.
Lupanshwi 15 actually an amalgamation of
several neighboring towns and districts. The
name Liupanshui comes from the names of
the three major towns: Liuzhi, Panxian and
Shuicheng. Liupanshui has been given the
official administrative title of a
“municipality’ by the Chinese authorities.
The municipality is spread out over an area |
0f 9,900 sq. km (3.800 sq. miles).

Being the second largest city in impov-
erished Guizhou Province, Liupanshui only
came to prominence in the last few decades

arduous due 1o the mountainous terrain.
One-hundred-and-one bridges and 56
tunnels are being built along the 121 km
(75 mile) line.

Around  B3% of
Liupanshui are ethnic Han Chinese. The
municipality also contains significant
communities of Y1 (140,000), Miao
(70,000), Bouyei (52,000) and Bai
(18,000). Other nationalities with more
than one thousand people in Liupanshui
include the Hui, Manchu, Mongol, Shui,
Gelao, Li, Dong and Tujia. Overall,
Liupanshut is one of the most ethnically-

when the area was transformed from a
sleepy town to a major industrial center. The main
mineral deposit found in the area is coal. Northwest
Guizhou 15 sometimes described as a “sea of coal”, A
massive steel and iron plant was constructed in Shuicheng
in 1966. It employs more than 20,000 people, drawn from
all parts of China.

Economie development in
the area will be further
enhanced when the railway
line from Liupanshui to
Baiguo is completed soon.
Work on the track has been

minority people 1n Liupanshui has
contributed to its ranking of one of the lowest rates of
literacy in the nation. More than 40% of adults are unable to
read or write, including 57% of all women.

Despite its size, Liupanshui is not noted as a place
frequented b) tourists. It has the reputation as a somewhat
ugly, polluted industnal site.
€ The weather 15 also not

appealing for most people.
Continual rain and overcast
skies can last weeks at a ime,
£ while in winter a freezing fog
descends on the eity, which,

the population  of

diverse cities in China. The prevalence of

when mixed with coal smoke, makes breathing
difficult.

Despite its unpleasant image, Liupanshui is
home to masses of lost people for whom Christ
died. There are an estimated 39,000 Christians in
the city (1.6% of the population), but this figure
needs to be viewed by ethnic composition. The
majority of the believers are from the Miao
minority, members of the Gha-Mu ethnic group,
whom early missionaries frequently called them
the ‘Small Flowery Miao’. A revival broke out in
the early years of the 20th century among the
Gha-Mu, resulting in the majority of them still
being Christians today, A number of Yi believers
also live in Liupanshui, fruit of Samuel Pollard’s
laborers a century ago.

Among the Han Chinese majority and the other
ethnic minorities in Liupanshui, however, there
is little knowledge of Christianily and few
believers. The Miao and Yi Christians are
handicapped in their attempts to share the Gospel
by language, cultural and ethmic barriers that
have existed between themselves and the Han for
generations, Even among different subgroups of
the same minority in China there are often large
barriers of language or prejudice that the Gospel
has struggled to overcome, The Gha-Mu have
been unsuccessful in their atlempls to reach the  Mose af the Christians in Linpanshui belong to the Gha-Mu, or Samall
TImong Vron, a small tribe in their area who also  Flowery Miao minority group. The mafjority of other people in
belong to the official Miao nationality. Linpanshui have never heard the Gospel.

Catholic missions work started in Guizhou Pray forL upansh
Province in the 1600°s, Today there are more
than 150,000 Catholic believers in the provinee,

with a number of churches and meeting places in 1
Liupanshui City. Protestant believers have been
persecuted by local authorities, who appear
desirous to stamp out Christianity in the area 2
The church in Liupanshui, especially among the

Han, is weak and in need of renewal. The city is

a strategic gateway to impact dozens of 3
unreached people groups in nearby areas.

Pray for a concerted effort to be meunted to take the Gospel (o
every community in Liupanshui. Pray the Christians m the city
would be greatly moved of God to become bold and zealous.

Pray the minority Christians in Liupanshui would find ways 1o
overcome the barriers that keep them from sharing Christ with the
Han Chinese. Pray God would use them mightily

Ask God to raise up a triumphant and God-glorifying church from
all across Liupanshui City.
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