With a population for the year 2000 |

cstimated at almost 600,000 people,
Shaoguan is the largest city in the northern
part of Guangdong Province in southern
China. Located some 6-8 hours by train
north of the provincial capital Guangzhou
{also known as Canton), Shaoguan City
receives few visitors or foreign investment.
Most people in the area know Shaoguan
only as ene of the stops on the north-bound
train line. Because it is less economically
developed than other cities in Guangdong,
many Shaoguan vouth are now cager to
travel to Guangzhou, Shenzhen and other
big cities in search of better pay.
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as a ‘Rear Area’ of the province. Many government
offices and schools retreated there to escape the Japanese.

Although the population of Shaoguan is dominated by
Han Chinese (including Mandarin, Cantonese, Hakka and
Xiang (Hunanese) speakers), the city also serves as a
potential gateway to a significant population of Yao
people who live in the mountains north of the city, More
than 100,000 ethnic Yao live in northern Guangdong,
often in communities alongside the Hakka. Liitle
outreach has ever been conducted to these Yao, who
divide into several quite distinct ethne-linguistic groups.
These include the 35,000 Bapai Yao (‘Eight Row Yao’),

Shaoguan is the only city in this book located in Guangdong
Province. Guangdong generally is one of the more
evangelized provinces in China. The bulk of Christians,
however, are found in the southern and coastal parts of the

missionary activity took place prior to the 1949 advent of
Communism in China. Robert Morrisan, the first Protestant
missionary to China, worked in southern Guangdong and
Macau from 1807 to 1834, It is also from southern

parts of the world. When Cantonese-speaking Christians
from other nations return to their homeland, it is invariably
ta one of the towns or cities along the South China Sea.
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When Hong Kong Christians visit their relatives
m Guangdong, it 1s almost always to one of the
coastal areas they go. As a result, Shaoguan,
which is locked away in mountains in the far
north of the province, has been comparatively
neglected by the Gospel and has received less
witness. In many ways, the spiritual environment
of Shaoguan is more closely related to the barren
Hunan Province to the north than the more fertile
plains of Guangdong to the south.

There are a small number of Christians in
Shaoguan, however, belonging to the Three Self
church as well as several scattered house church
meeting points. The believers at the Three Self
church are warm and welcoming to visitors, who
are always inviled to join their fellowship meals
after the service on Sunday morning. This one
chureh is the only government-sanctioned church
serving the entire ¢ity.

Before 1949 there was some missionary activity
in the area, including workers affiliated with the
Lutherans, Methodists, Baptists, Seventh-Day
Adventists and the Mission of Gospel Boats.
Since 1950, however, strict anti-religious
policies and persecution have restricted the work
of the church in Shaoguan. Today, the majority
of TSPM believers in Shaoguan are over the age
of 60. The normal attendance at a Sunday
meeting is around 200, but this number swells to
1,000 at Christmas when believers and seekers
come 1n from the surrounding counties.

Despite the presence of these steadfast believers,
more than 99% of the population of Shaoguan do
not profess to follow Christ. The youth in the city
have been particularly neglected by Christian
waork, Local authorities do not seem to mind the
presence of elderly believers which they feel
they can control and who they feel will
ultimately fade out, but they strongly oppose any
evangelization in the city, especially of young
people.
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North and northwest of Shaoguan live several unreached Yao groups,
including the Bapai and the Bico Mien, Shaoguan is ideally situated as a
pateway city to reach the Yao for Christ,

Pray for Shaogual

TPray the small yet vibrant Christian community in Shaoguan
would be bold and evangelistic, despite threats and opposition
from the local autherities

Ask God to raise up workers to reach out to the needy Yao,
Zhuang and Hakka ethnic groups living in nearby areas of
northern Guangdong Province.

Pray the youth of Shaoguan would soon hear the Gospel and be
able to make an intelligent decision to accept or reject Christ.
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