Located in central Shandong Provinee at the
foot of the famous Tai Shan (Tai
Moumtain), the city of Tai’an is home to
approximately 1.9 million people. Apart
from its Han Chinese majority and 33,000
Hui Mushms, Tai'an contains no other
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significant minority communities. Shandong
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women in the city are unable to read or
write.
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The ‘Last Gate Before Heaven', located
at tice top of Taishan Mountain.

mountain, which rises 1,545 meters (5,067
feet) above Tai'an City, There are
numerous religious temples, idols and
structures on Taishan, 1 addition to pools,

Tai'an is an important coal base. The city’s coal
production ranks first for regions in Shandeng Province.
The city contains three large thermal-power plants:
Shiheng, Laiwu and Xinwen. The area also produces
large quantities of iron ore, plaster stone, granite, rock
salt and sulphur.

Thousands of residents in Tai'an are employed in the
tourist industry, thanks to nearby Taishan Mountain,
considered the most auspicious of the five ‘holy’
mountains in China by Buddhists, Daoists and
Confucianists. Tens of thousands of foreign and Chinese
tourists flock to Taishan every year to climb the

lakes, rock formations and ancient bridges.

Sunrise on Talshan Mountain.
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Status of Evangelization
(Awareness of Christ and the Gospel)

70%

Cia - :
A B Cc

A= hava never heard the Gospel or the name of Chirist
B = wera svangelized but have not yat become Christians

C = Adherents to xn: form Mchnslianili

Confucius, who lived in Qufu only about one
hour from Tai’an today, climbed Taishan and
proclaimed “The world is small.” Mao Zedong
stated, “The East is Red” from the summit.
Incredibly, the path to the summit of the
mountain contains mere-than 6,000 individual
stone steps, though less energetic travelers can
now take a cable-car to the top.

For Christians and missionaries, Tai’an and
Taishan Mountain represents a major spiritual
stronghold which has turned the hearts of people
towards Buddhism, Daoism and Confucianism
for 2,300 vears. Numerous Chinese myths
evolved here, including the belief that the
mountain is home to the Grand Emperor of the
Eastern Peak, a spirit who rules over the earth
and mankind. Temples house images of this god.
His daughter, the Princess of Azure Clouds, is
worshipped by local women as their protector.

Numerous Emperors and Chinese leaders have
ascended the mountain, as it is believed the gods
of the mountain will not allow unworthy leaders
to make 1t to the top. Emperors prayed to the god
of Heaven and offered sacrifices at the summit.

The Moravian pioncer missionary Karl Guizlaff
ventured into Shandong Province between 1851
and 1853, but did not establish any long-lasting
work there. Several mission organization

Tai’an and Taishan Mountain are home to countless Buddiist, Daoist

and Cq

entered the provinee later. The Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel established the first
base in Tai'an City in 1878, followed by the
Southern Baptists in 1894, but their work was
continually opposed by religious leaders, angry
at the Christian presence in the heart of their
‘holy’ mountain. The True Jesus Church, an
indigenous Chinese denomination, was founded
near Tai’an in the 1920’s. Most of the believers
in the region today belong to this movement.
There are no more than 15,000 Christians in
Tai'an today, amounting to just 0.8% of the
city’s population.
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temples and pagodas which date back many centuries,

Fewer than 1% of the city know Jesus Christ.

Pray for Tai’an

1
2
3

TFor thousands of years Tai’an and Taishan Mountain hag been one
of the major spiritual strongholds over China. Pray against the
principalities and powers that conspire here to blind mankind,

Pray people’s eyes and hearts in Tai’an would be opened to the
Light of Jesus Christ as they hear the Gospel. Pray it would be
known as a city that worships the One True God.

Ask God to raise up a strong and powerful evangelistic church in
Tai’an, to reach both the city’s residents and visiting pilgrims.
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