The city of Xiangxiang in central Hunan |
Provinee is home to more than 1.1 million
people. Xiangxiang is located on the banks
of the Lianshui River, which connects with
the Xiang River further to the east.|
XNiangxiang is well connected by train and |
bus to Changsha, the provineial capital, just
93 km (37 miles) to the northeast.

The official population of Xiangxiang
includes a number of surrounding districts
that lic within the city’s jurisdiction. The
city area ilsell is rather small, and has the
feel of a large town rather than a city. The
rural makeup of Xiangxiang is seen in the
employment figures for the city, which
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The rural atmosphere of Xiangxiang 1s
reflected 1in statistics of educational
| attainment, which show well-over half of
the city’s inhabitants have never attended
higher than primary school. A significant
number of people have never been to
school at all.

The Han Chinese people in Xiangxiang
belong to the Xiang (Hunanese} language
group. Xiang is considered guite different
from other Chinese varieties, although it is
|now under pressure from Mandarin-
| speakers on all its borders. Most Xiang
Chinese can now also speak Mandarin
adequately.
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show 83% of workers are employed in the
agricultural sector.

In recent years, hundreds of farmers in Xiangxiang have
walked off their land and moved to Changsha and other
large Chinese cities in search of work. The farmers realize
that a factory job can give them several times the wages
they earn doing backbreaking work on the farm. The
central government is alarmed at this nationwide trend, as
huge areas of farmland are being left fallow as China’s
urhan rush continues. If the trend continues, there may
soon not be enough food being produced in the
countryside to support the nation’s massive urban
population,

Food stall ontside the Xiangxiang train station.
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A = have never heard the Gospel or the name of Ghrist

B = wers svangelized but have nol yet become Christians

¢ = Adherents to any form of Christianity
T

Although Protestant mission work began in
Hunan Province with the arrival of Josiah Cox of
the Weslevan Mission in 1865, few workers were
able to reside in the provinee for some time, In
1875 €. H. Judd of the China Inland Mission
rented a property but was driven out by hostile
neighbors a few days later. The Xiang were
acutely anti-foreign and anti-Christian in the
latter part of the 19th century. While large tracts
of coeastal China had been carved up and dished
out to colonial powers, inland Hupan was still
unaffected and highly sensitive to any foreign
intervention in their customs or religion.

In 1911, a missionary described the Xiang
Chinese as "the best haters and best fighters 1n
China. Long after the rest of the empire was open
to missionary activity, Hunan kept its gates
firmly closed against the foreigner.” (Lin Shao-
vang, A Chinese Appeal To Christendom, 1911},

Early missionary work in Hunan Province did
not focus on church-planting, but on evangelism.
In the 192075 it was reported, “Evangelistic work
throughout Hunan has been characterized from
the beginning by strong colportage work. The
native colporteurs going from place to place with
a boatload of Scriptures, preaching the Gospel
and distributing tracts of all kinds, many of the

volunteer workers, are responsible in a larger dn imprompru bookshap spread out on a pavement in Xiangxiang, The
measure than can be readily calculated, for the Chinese love to read. Surveys show each Chinese person reads an
present openness of the country to evangelistic average af two howurs per day, but God’s Word is knawn by few.

effort. Scores of villages have been worked by
these groups of volunteer colporteurs.” (Stauffer,
The Christian Occupation of China, p.98)

Today, Hunan has one of the lowest percentages
of Christians of any province of China. Believers
are few and far-between, especially in the cities.
Xiangxiang is one of the neediest and most
unreached cities in China. Except for a small
number of Cathelics and Three-Self church
members, few people in Xiangxiang have any
awareness of the Gospel message.
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Pray for Xiangxiang

Pray the Gospel would not continue to be held from the people of
Xiangxiang, Ask God to thrust forward workers into the arca with
an uncompromising and bold witness for Jesus Christ.

Pray the small number of believers in Xiangxiang would be visible
witnesses in their communities. Ask the Holy Spirit to give them a
burden for their neighbor’s lost souls,

Pray the life-transforming power of God would enjoy widespread
acceptance among the 64 million souls of Hunan Province.

Overview of Xiangxian

Population
Males

Females
Houscholds 2313

Average household

368 peopl
Divorced people thade




