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Approximately 900,000 people inhabit| :
Xining City in northwest China’s Qinghai|
Province. With many immigrants flooding
into Xining from other parts of China, the
population of the city is expected to rise to
meore than 1.26 million by 2010,

Ximing is the only city or town of any
significant gize in the entire Qinghai
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Province:
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m Qinghat.

Xining has been a major Chinese town and
a military garrison since the 1500°s. 1t 1s
located on the edge of the Tibetan Platcau
Xining City itself is 2,200 meters (7,216
feet) above sea-level, causing visitors (o
experience some dizziness and other
symptoms of high altitude if they have

Province, Qinghai, which means ‘Blue Han 85.1% arrived from lower regions. Today, Xining
Sea’, is a vast, sparsely populated plateau. Hui 12.2% is a major stop on the tramline from
Nomadic Tibetans and Mongols, plus a Tibetan 1.0% Lanzhou to Urumgi, In many ways Xining
significant number of Muslims, are the mhc_ﬁd 0% is overshadowed by Lanzhou, just a few
main oceupants of Qinghai ?ut:tnds .o:l' " Christians: hours away by train.

Xining. The eastern part of the province is a &000°(ﬂ»%)

grassy plateau that rises to between 2,500 to

Although 85% of Xining’s population are

3,000 meters (8,200 — 9,840 feet) above
sea-level.

Most of Qinghai was formerly part of the Tibetan Empire,
known as Amdo Province. Except for arcas around
Ximing City, the province was nol incorporated into the
Chinese empire until the early 1700°s. Qinghai has a
reputation as a desolate and harsh backwaler of China. It
is the location of many Chinese labor camps, where many
political and commaon prisoners have been forced to do
hard labor, Many of the current Han Chinese in the
province are former prisoners, or the descendants of
former prisoners, who, having been released with no
documents or papers, have little choice but to settle down

Han Chinese, there are significant minority
communities also scattered around the city. More than
85,500 Hui Muslims live in the center of Xining. The Great
Mosque, located on Dongguan Dape Road, was built in the
14th century and is one of the largest in Chima, More than
6,600 Tibetans call Xining their home, as do more than
5,000 ethnic Manchu, 2,200 members of the Tu nationality,
and more than 1,900 Mongols. In all, Xining contains
people from 36 of China's 55 official minority groups.

Xining is a gateway of the interesting Tu nationality, the
majority of wham are located in Huzhu County, a short
distance north of Xining. The more-than 200,000 Tu are
followers of Tibetan Buddhism, yet they speak a language
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from the Mongolian family. They are believed to
be the descendants of a Mongolian garrison who
were stationed in the area during the Mongol
Empire of the 13th and 14th centuries. Other
interesting minority groups south and southwest
of Xining include the Turkic-speaking Salar
(113,000), the 12,000 Mongol-speaking Bonan,
and the 2,000 members of the Wuun ethnic
group, who are not officially recognized by the
Chinese authorities,

Although Xinmg City itself is relatively new by
Chinese standards, the surrounding areas contain
many strongholds of Tibetan Buddhism. Ta’er
Monastery, just 26 km (16 miles) southeast of
Xining, is recognized as one of the six great
monasteries of the Yellow Hat sect of Buddhism.

The history of missionary activity in Xining is
noticeable for its lack of workers. China Inland
Mission's Easton and Parker arrived in Lanzhou
in 1877, and by 1883 had succeeded in opening
up Xining to missions work, The first church was
planted i 1889. The early focus for the
missionaries were the Tibetans and Muslims, but
the work gravitated towards the Han Chinese.
Few laborers ever lived in Xining for any length
of time, however, In 1949, there were only about e 1 .
400 known Christians in all of Qinghai Provinee. . ¥ : s !
Since then, the church in the province has grown
to approximately 30,000, of which an estimated
8,000 live in Xining City. Despite this
encouraging growth, the total number of
believers in Xining still represents less than one
pereent of the total population.

More than 200,600 Tu people live north of Xining in Qinghai Province.
They are an unreached people whe zealously foltow Tibetan Buddhism,
Xining is an ideal location from which te target the T,

Pray for Xining

Pray all the people of Xining would soon have a chance to hear
1 the Gospel in an intelligible manner. Pray thousands would be

There are still large sections of society in Xining
added to the church,

that have remained practically untouched by the
Gospel, especially among the Muslim and
Tibetan peoples. Although there are several 2
ministries quietly trying to reach the Hui in
Xining, work has been slow and most of the

effort so far has been relationship-building for a 3
later harvest.

Overview of Xining

Pronunciation & “Shee-ning” i : i Emplayed people 63,805 (52.1% of total population)
s i i i

Main | Indusirial 34.5%; Professionl 15

Ask God to call and prepare workers to go throughout their city
and reach out to the several unreached people groups who live
near Xining.

Pray the Christians in Xining would be faith-filled and zealous
evangelists among those wha do not know Christ.
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