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DENG, DARANG 117

Status of Evangelization

A = Have never heard the gospel 
B = Were evangelized but did not 

become Christians
C = Are adherents to any form of 

Christianity

A B C

Location: Six thousand
speakers of the Darang
Deng language in China
were reported in 1987.1 The
Darang Deng live along the
valley of the Dulai River in
Zayu (also known as Chayu)
County in the southeastern
corner of Tibet. The Geman
Deng, who speak a different
language, live on the
tablelands on both sides of
the lower reaches of the
Zayu River farther to the
east of the Darang. Zayu
County is off-limits to
foreigners. The Deng
language is also spoken by
people in Assam, India, and
the northernmost tip of
Myanmar.2

Identity: Although the Deng
are listed among official
statistics for Tibet,3 they
were not counted as part of
any nationality in the
census. A government
publication states, “The
Tibetans live alongside the
Deng Ren, who have not
been identified as a
separate ethnic group.”4 The
Deng have made strong
demands to be recognized
as a separate nationality,
but their applications have
so far been rejected. They
have even “threatened
secession from China if they
were not officially
recognized as a
nationality.… The Tibetan
authorities strongly oppose
such a move, arguing that it
would split the Tibetan
nationality.”5

Language: There are two
separate Deng languages
spoken in China: Darang
Deng and Geman Deng. The
two languages are very
different. Darang Deng has
four tones and eight dialects
that vary considerably from
one area to another.6 Some
scholars believe the Deng
languages are similar to

Jingpo, spoken in western
Yunnan Province.7

History: Little is known of
the Deng people and their
origins. It is interesting that
the Jingpo minority — who
now live in western China
and northern Myanmar —
claim to have originated in
Tibet. Considering the
similarities between the two
languages, it could be
speculated that the Jingpo
are descended from the
Deng. 

Customs: The Deng, who
always go barefoot, have
their own set of distinctive
customs. “It is a common
custom for them to swap a
few head of cattle and
several chickens for a
woman as wife. Their dead
are cremated, the corpse
being burned together with
the house he formerly
owned.”8

Religion: The Deng are
polytheists. They have been

described as a “ghost and
deity fearing people.”9 For
centuries the Deng have
rejected pressure from the
Tibetans to convert to
Buddhism, although many
Deng do outwardly observe
Buddhist rituals.

Christianity: Until recently
there had never been any
known Christians among the
Deng in Tibet. When a
foreign believer traveled to
the Deng, “he and the other
foreign tourists helped lead
[their Deng tour guide] to
Jesus. When he came back
a couple of years later he
was able to help lead her
nuclear family to Jesus.”10

The nearest community of
believers is the evangelistic
Rawang church in northern
Myanmar. The Rawang have
sent workers into southern
Tibet in recent years, but it
is not known if these
servants of Christ have
traveled as far as the Deng
region yet.

Overview of the
Darang Deng
Countries: China, India, Myanmar

Pronunciation: “Da-rahng-Dung”

Other Names: Tarang Deng,
Dalang, Darong, Taraon

Population Source: 
6,000 (1987 LAC); 
Also in India (Assam) and
Myanmar

Location: SE Tibet: Zayu County in
the southeastern corner of Tibet 

Status: Counted in census as an
Undetermined Minority

Language: Sino-Tibetan, 
Tibeto-Burman, Unclassified

Dialects: 8

Religion: Polytheism, Tibetan
Buddhism, Animism, Christianity

Christians: 10

Scripture: None

Jesus film: None

Gospel Recordings: None

Christian Broadcasting: None

ROPAL code: DAT00

Deng, Darang

Population in China:
6,000 (1987)
8,260 (2000)

10,650 (2010)
Location: Tibet
Religion: Polytheism
Christians: 10
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