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Status of Evangelization

A = Have never heard the gospel 
B = Were evangelized but did not 

become Christians
C = Are adherents to any form of 

Christianity

A B C

Location: More than 16,000
Enipu live in the Dali
Prefecture of Yunnan
Province. The majority
(11,000) live within Nanjian
County, while 5,000 inhabit
areas in Weishan County.1 In
western Nanjian County the
Enipu are dispersed in the
Wanubu, Baishajing, and
Laojiaku villages of Ximin
District; and in Ertaipo
Village of Langcang District.
In Weishan County they
inhabit villages in the
Yinchang, Qinghe, Qingmin,
and Wuxing communities of
Qinghua District.2

Identity: The Enipu are one
of 120 different ethnic
groups in southern China
who were combined into the
official Yi nationality by the
Chinese authorities. French
Catholic missionary Père
Paul Vial, who worked with
two Yi groups, expressed
his passion for getting the
lesser-known Yi groups
recognized and accepted by
the Han. Vial wrote, “I love
him [the Yi] because he is
good, I love him because he
is scorned. I would like to
have him known for pushing
aside the plethora of
prejudices that fill books
and are unabashedly
accepted as proven facts. It
seems to me that a
missionary who has first of
all given eight years of his
apostolic life for the
salvation of the Chinese,
and who has now
evangelized the [Yi] for many
years, has the right to carry
an opinion exempt from
ignorance, if not errors of
partiality.”3

Language: Little is known
about the Enipu language
except that it is a member
of the Central Yi linguistic
family. Enipu is believed to
still be in widespread use.

History: The Enipu claim to
have a history of at least
400 years. Their past has
been one of struggle against
being assimilated by the
dominant Han Chinese. As a
result, the Enipu moved to
extremely remote
mountainous locations
where they could continue
their lives in relative
obscurity. The Enipu living in
Weishan County moved from
Nanjian around 200 years
ago.

Customs: Many Yi groups,
including the Enipu, do not
have written genealogies.
They engage in oral
competitions, reciting long
lists of names. It is a
disgrace to make mistakes
in one’s own genealogy and
an insult to do so in another
person’s.4 In Enipu culture,
the door is considered the
most important part of the
house. The place of honor
at meals is reserved for the
person who sits with his
back to the wall and his
face toward the door.

Religion: The Enipu are a
highly superstitious people.
“For three years after death
they believe the soul of the
deceased roams. An effigy
of wood, hemp or orchid
root, in which magical
formulas have fixed the
soul, is kept in a box or
beneath the roof of the
house. At the end of three
years the effigy is thrown
away, the body is exhumed
and burned, and the ashes
are placed in an urn and put
in a new location.”5

Christianity: The areas
inhabited by the Enipu are
practically devoid of any
Christian presence. As a
result, today there are no
known Christians among the
Enipu people. They live
isolated lives in their
mountain communities and
have yet to be engaged by
any messengers of the
gospel. No Scriptures,
videos, or gospel audio
recordings exist in a
language understood by the
Enipu.

Overview of the Enipu
Countries: China

Pronunciation: “Uh-nee-poo”

Other Names: Eniba, Enibo

Population Source: 
16,000 (1999 J. Pelkey) ; 
Out of a total Yi population of
6,572,173 (1990 census)

Location: Yunnan: Nanjian
(11,000) and Weishan (5,000)
counties in Dali Prefecture 

Status: 
Officially included under Yi

Language: Sino-Tibetan, 
Tibeto-Burman, Burmese-Lolo,
Lolo, Northern Lolo, Yi, Central Yi

Dialects: 0

Religion: Polytheism, Animism,
Ancestor Worship

Christians: None known

Scripture: None 

Jesus film: None

Gospel Recordings: None

Christian Broadcasting: None

ROPAL code: None

Enipu

Population in China:
16,000 (1999)
16,400 (2000)
20,600 (2010)
Location: Yunnan
Religion: Polytheism
Christians: None Known
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