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Approximately one thousand Khamiyang
people live in the north-east Indian state of
Arunachal Pradesh, inhabiting communities
near the Khamtis in the Lohit and Tirap
districts. ‘They dwell in the plains drained
by the Tengapani and Noa-Dihing rivers and
within the vicinity of dense tropical moist
and deciduous forests.”! A small number of
Khamiyang live in the Rowai Mukh village
within Assam State. The total population

of the Khamiyang was listed at 812 at

the time of the 1981 census. Out of this
number, just three individuals lived in an
urban area and 809 were from rural areas.?

Few sources have -~ 0.

ever mentioned the
Khamiyang, although
one described them
as ‘a small Buddhist
peasant community
with a close affinity
with the Khamtis of
Arunachal Pradesh
and the Aiton and
Tai Phake of Assam.
They are also called
Khamjang and use
Shyam as their
surname.”

The name Khamiyang
means ‘a place where
gold is available’. This
name probably comes
from their homeland.
They are believed to
have originally lived in
the Patkai mountains,
but they left because
of oppression from the
Singpho and moved

to Assam between
1807 and 1814. ‘Some of them recall that
they subsequently migrated from the Jorhat
and Dibrugarh districts of Assam during the
great Assam earthquake in the year 1950
and settled down in the plains of the Lohit
and Tirap districts of Arunachal Pradesh,
where they are now distributed.™

The Khamiyang originally spoke a Tai
language, similar to Khamti. Over the
centuries, however, the Khamiyang have
gradually lost the use of their mother
tongue and most have adopted Assamese,
which is spoken by more than 15 million
people in north-east India.’ They also use
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the Assamese script for reading and writing.
Their original Tai script is now used only $°
for Buddhist rituals. Despite losing their
linguistic identity, the Khamiyang retain
their cultural and ethnic distinctiveness,
which qualifies them as a mission-signifi-
cant people group.
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yang people. Each village has its own

temple or monastery. The 1981 Indian

census records 805 of the 812 Khamiyang

as followers of Buddhism. Four individuals Status of Evangelization
listed their religion as Hinduism, and 83%

three as followers of ‘other religions’. The
Khamiyang have been Buddhists since
long before their migration from the Shan
State area of northern Myanmar many
centuries ago. Buddhism forms a major
part of their identity and few seem open to A B c
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