Monpa, But
The 1991 census in India recorded 675
members of the But Monpa tribe, up from
348 people in the 1981 census.1 Almost all
But Monpa inhabit the villages of Jeriagaon,
Sellary, Khoitum, Ralung and Khoina in
the Nafra Circle of West Kameng District of
Arunachal Pradesh, north-east India. The
But Monpa inhabit a hilly area ‘surrounded
by dense coniferous forests where the
climate is cool and salubrious’.2 The But
Monpas call themselves Matchopa, Bootpa
or Butpa.

But, migrated into the region from diverse
places at various times, ‘differing with
respect to their languages and many other
cultural traits. . . . The languages of the Lish
Monpas, Chug Monpas and But Monpas
differ a lot from the rest of the Monpas, and
closely resemble the languages of the Akas,
Mijis and Sherdukpens.’4
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