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Location: Banten
Population: 22.000
Major Religion: Animism

Bible: Yes
Jesus Film: Yes
Online Media: Yes

Status
St
atus
t
Believers: <5
Engaged: No
Indigenous Church: 0

Black cloth is one of Baduy uniform
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Identity and Location

he Baduy or Kanekes are a traditional Sunda
community who live in Lebak Regency of Banten
Province. “Baduy” may have been a name given
to them by Dutch researchers. It is also possible that
the name Baduy comes from the name of the Baduy
River and Baduy Mountain in the northern part of
their territory. The group prefers to call themselves the
Kanekes people, which comes from the name of the
land where they live. They live at the foot of Kendeng
Mountain in Kanekes Village, Leuwidamar District,
Lebak Regency, about 40 km from Rangkasbitung city.
They speak a dialect of the Sunda language.
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Society and Culture

he Baduy are divided into three groups:
tangtu, panamping and dangka. The tangtu
group, also known as the Inner Baduy, is the
strictest in following their traditional customs, and
wears characteristic white or dark blue clothing with
white head scarves (worn by men). The panamping
community is known as the Outer Baduy. They live
in various settlements spread around the territory of
the Inner Baduy and can be recognized by their black
clothing and head scarves. While the Inner Baduy and
the Outer Baduy live in the Kanekes region, the Dangka
Baduy live outside of Kanekes, in the two remaining
Baduy settlements. The Dangka Baduy area functions
DV D EXIIHU ]RQH IURP RXWVLGH LQÁXHQFHV 7KH KLJKHVW
ranking leaders of the community are the three puun,
who live in each of the three Inner Baduy settlements.
Daily administration of customary law, or kepuunan, is
carried out by members of the community who carry the
title jaro. There are four types of these leaders: jaro tangtu
(Inner Jaro), jaro dangka (Outer Jaro), jaro tanggungan
(Security Jaro) and jaro pamarentah (Government Jaro).
For hundreds of years, the Kanekes community has
practiced dry rice cultivation. They obtain additional
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income from selling fruit harvested from the forest such
as durian and tamarind as well as wild honey.
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Beliefs

heir traditional belief system, known as Sunda
:LZLWDQ LV EDVHG RQ VDFULÀFHV PDGH WR WKHLU
ancestor spirits. Throughout its development,
6XQGD :LZLWDQ KDV EHHQ LQÁXHQFHG E\ %XGGKLVP
Hinduism, and Islam. Their core belief is in pikukuh,
which means following an absolute set of determined
traditions in their daily lives. The most important
teaching of pikukuh is the concept of “no change
whatsoever” or as little change as possible. A Baduy
proverb states, “Lojor heunteu beunang dipotong,
pèndèk heunteu beunang disambung,” which means,
“The long must not be cut short, the short must not be
lengthened.” The most important object of this belief
system is Arca Domas, a secret location that the Baduy
consider to be the most sacred place in the world. The
%DGX\YLVLW$UFD'RPDVWRPDNHVDFULÀFHVRQFHD\HDU
in the month of Kalima according to the Baduy calendar.
Only the puun as the highest chief and a few chosen
members of the community may join the group that
VDFULÀFHVDW$UFD'RPDV$W$UFD'RPDVRQHFDQÀQG
hollows in the rocks that store rain water. The Baduy
EHOLHYH WKDW DW WKH WLPH RI WKH DQQXDO VDFULÀFHV LI WKH
rocks are full of clear water, this is a sign that there will
be plentiful rain that year and the harvest will be good.
If the rocks are dry or contain muddy water, this is a sign
that the harvest will be poor.
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Needs

he Baduy people, especially those in the Inner
Baduy area, still live very isolated from modern
technology. This is due to their cultural value of
pikukuh. The Baduy need to choose between retaining
their culture and technological advancement or else
ZRUNWRÀQGDEDODQFHEHWZHHQWKHWZRLQWKHLUZD\RI
life.(RD)
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