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Demography

Cumbalacu Language

Location: Southeast Sulawesi
Population: 2.000
Major religion: Islam

Status

Bible: No
Jesus Film: No
Online Media: No

Believers: 0
Engaged: No
Indigenous church: 0

The Cumbalacu leader
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Identity and Location

road opened, more outsiders moved to this area and

he Culambacu people live in about 25 villages. 24
of these villages are in Wiwirano District, North
Konawe Regency in the province of Southeast

Sulawesi. They also live in the village of Buleleng, South
Bungku District, Morowali Regency in the province of
Central Sulawesi. Only a few Culambacu people live in
most of these villages. Only in the village of Lamonae
in Wiwirano District do they make up almost 80%
of the population. The Culambacu people speak the
Culambacu language, which is similar to Bungku.

began living in Culambacu villages.
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Society and Culture
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speak Culambacu at home and in everyday

interactions. As a result, all Culambacu people can
speak their language. They also closely guard unity with
others within their ethnic group. If one of them is ill,
others will be quickly informed, so that everyone in the
community can do what they are able, to help. In the

In the past, the Culambacu had a queen, and her grave is
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well guarded even up to the present. According to local

or someone outside their group, all Culambacu people

tradition, the queen of Culambacu was a sister of the

(both men and women, young and old) will gather to

kings of Ternate, Bungku, Makassar, Bone and Buton.

help. Although the Culambacu love peace, they also

When they separated, as a sign of family affection, they

have a principle that they don’t want to be bothered.

piled up gold in Tapunoini and marked the location
with very tall bamboo (Bambu Batu) which is still there
to this day. That is why this group is called Culambacu,
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Beliefs

he Culambacu are Muslim but they are friendly
and open toward people of other tribes and

which means “tall bamboo.”
In the past, Culambacu people who lived in the
mountains could only travel by sea. The village of
Buleleng in South Sulawesi is an ancient Culambacu
sea port, which is the reason many of them live in this
village. A road to this area only began to be built 20-30
years ago. Before that, the Culambacu were isolated and
only a few people knew anything about them. After the

religions. That is one reason so many outsiders

have come to live in Culambacu villages and have even
become a majority in many of those villages. In fact
many non-Muslims live in Culambacu villages, living
peacefully side by side. However the Culambacu hold
strongly to Islam and forbid all members of their group
to follow any other religion.(RD)

Need more research
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