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Demography
Kal Muller

Location: West Java
Population: 5.000.000
Major Religion: Islam
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Identity and Location

he Jawa Pesisir Kulon people are also called “Jawa
Cirebonan” or “Cerbon people.” The primary
homeland of the Jawa Pesisir Kulon is in the
regencies of Cirebon and Indramayu on the northern
coast of West Java Province. They live in small cities like
Patrol, Anjatan, and Haurgeulis as well as to the east
in the vicinity of the Sanggarung River and across the
river where there are several Cirebonan villages located
in the province of Central Java. Mount Ciremai marks
the southern border of their area while the Java Sea
coastline marks the northern border. Geographically, the
Jawa Pesisir Kulon people live in the Sunda homeland,
yet they use the Jawa Ngoko Cerbon language. This
language is a mixture of the Jawa, Sunda, Arab, and
Malay languages, and possibly others as well. The
Cerbon Ngoko language is taught to every Cerbon child
IURPÀUVWWKURXJKWHQWKJUDGHV

T

Society and Culture

he Jawa Pesisir Kulon people tend to be open
and spontaneous in their social interactions. This
is visible in their vibrant, colorful, and artistic
clothing. One of the best-known local cuisines is nasi
jamblang, a delicious dish made of rice wrapped in
teak leaves, served with a variety of side dishes. The
word Cirebon is a combination of two words--ci which
means “water” and rebon which means “shrimp.”
&LUHERQKDVDOZD\VEHHQIDPRXVIRULWVVDOWHGÀVKDQG
fresh shrimp, as well as petis and terasi (shrimp pastes
used as spices in local cuisine). Most Jawa Pesisir Kulon
SHRSOH DUH ÀVKHUPHQ RU IDUPHUV 7KHLU ODQG LV YHU\
fertile, and many of their crops are exported, including
coffee, sugar, tobacco, citrus fruits, and the well-known
Dermayu mango. There is a local government-owned oil
UHÀQHU\ZKLFKHPSOR\VPDQ\SHRSOHZKLOHPDQ\DOVR
work in government and private institutions.
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Jawa Language
Bible: Yes
Jesus Film: Yes
Online Media: Yes (Kromo)

Status
Believers: <6.000
Engaged: Yes
Indigenous Church: Some

Craftsmen make a wide variety of products, using the
world-famous batik material, clay, wood, and rattan. The
city of Cirebon is also considered a tourist destination
because of the many historical and sacred landmarks
including the palaces of Kasepuhan, Kanoman,
Kacirebonan, and Kaprabonan, the Panjunan Mosque,
Sunyaragi Cave, and Panjang Jimat (a place of mystical
meditation).
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Beliefs

he majority of Jawa Pesisir Kulon people are
6XQQL 0XVOLPV ZLWK D 6XÀ 0XVOLP PLQRULW\
Their culture tends more toward Islamic culture
than traditional Jawa culture. They consider Islam the
foundation of national culture, which they value more
highly than the traditional Jawa cultural values that
continue to take precedence in Central and East Java.
The city of Cirebon was the primary area where Sunan
Gunung Jati (one of the Wali Songo, the Nine Apostles
of Islam in Indonesia) spread Islam. As a result, Islamic
practices and perspectives are quite strong in Cirebon.
Despite this, the practice of occultism is very evident.
The dukun (shaman/healer/occultist) is still heavily
relied on and a variety of ceremonies and ritual meals
are practiced to bring health, happiness, safety, and
peace.

T

Needs

he economic development of the Cerbon region
is promising with great hope for an upward
spiral of productivity. The question is: “Who will
SURÀW IURP WKLV SURGXFWLYLW\"µ 7KH OLYLQJ VWDQGDUG RI
WKH PDVVHV UHPDLQV À[HG DW DERXW  SHU PRQWK
They need quality, practical vocational training and
teaching, including appropriate technology. Present
industries need to be expanded, and the transportation
infrastructure must be developed to better enhance the
distribution of their products.
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