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Identity and Location

The Maba people are often known as the Bicoli, 
Bitjoil or Ingli people group. They are one of many 
people groups living on East Halmahera Island. 

They are the majority people group in South Maba 
District, East Halmahera Regency inNorth Maluku 
Province where they live alongside the Bugis people.  

The Maba people use the Maba language in everyday 
life but also speak Indonesian as a trade language. The 
Mabu language is also used by the Sawai people (also 
known as the Weda people) who live in the Maba and 
East Gane districts.  Maba is in the language group of 
South and East Halmahera, which also includes the Buli, 
Patani and Sawai languages.

Society and Culture

Maba is the name of both a district and the 
capital city of East Halmahera. It is a coastal 
region where 80% of the villages are found 

alongside the beach and the other 20% of villages are 
located in mountainous areas. The water quality of the 
whole region is poor and cannot be consumed by the 
population.

The majority of the Maba people are farmers. The land in 

to the population. The dry season is frequently long and 
the plants dry out and are easily ignited by something 

a large one and can burn acres and acres of land as they 

Apart from farming, some of the Maba people are 

shrimp, squid and farming sea cucumbers and seaweed.

Beliefs 

The majority of the Maba people are Muslim, as are 
most of the people groups in Halmahera.  They 
often combine Islam with traditional animistic 

beliefs.  

Needs

The Maba people need entrepreneurial training so 
that they can be involved in business as almost 
all economic lines are controlled by other people 

groups, especially the Bugis.(RD)
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Demography
Location: North Maluku
Population: 11.500
Major religion: Islam

Maba Language
Bible: No

Jesus Film: No
Online Media: No

Status
Believers: 0 

Engaged: No
Indigenous church: 0
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