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Demography

Pegagan Language
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Location: South Sumatera
Population: 250.000
Major Religion: Islam

T

Identity and Location

he Pegagan are a people group who live along
the downstream section of the Ogan River in the
districts of Pemulutan, Indralaya, and Tanjung
Raya in Ogan Ilir Regency. Neighboring peoples call the
Pegangan dialect “Sue Sue.” The Pegagan are known
for a local dish, Pindang Pegagan, which is freshwater
ÀVK XVXDOO\ SDWLQ  FRRNHG LQ EURWK ,Q WKHLU DUHD WKH
Pegagan live alongside the Palembang, Meranjat (also
called “Penesak”), Rambang and Kayu Agung peoples.

O

Society and Culture

ne local celebration, Ningku, is attended by
unmarried men and women following Lebaran,
the feast marking the end of the Ramadan month
of fasting. Almost all young Pegagan men and women
leave their home area to look for work in other places,
but will return home to visit at Lebaran. Ningku is a
chance for unmarried men and women to get to know
one another, and usually takes place at night. The
young people parade in their best clothing and then go
boating on the river that passes through their area. The
Kayu Agung people, who refer to this celebration as
“Ngutang”, also practice this activity.
The Pegagan, like other inhabitants of South Sumatra, are
generally friendly, easy to get along with, and quite open
Rice farming in the Pegagan area is unique in that wet
ULFH FXOWLYDWLRQ LV SUDFWLFHG 5LFH LV SODQWHG LQ ÀHOGV
DOZD\VVXEPHUJHGLQVWDQGLQJZDWHU7KHZHWULFHÀHOGV
FRQVLVWRIWKUHHSDUWVGLNHVWKDWVHSDUDWHWKHÀHOGVLQWR
sections, areas with shallow water, and areas with deep
ZDWHU2QDYHUDJHULFHFDQEHSODQWHGLQWKHÀHOGVIRU
two growing seasons, after which other crops are rotated
in for a season. The six districts in the area consist of
around 75,000 hectares of land, of which 55% is already
being put to use. All along the banks of the Ogan River,
ULFHÀHOGVDVKLJKDVRQH·VDQNOHVVSUHDGDFURVVWKHODQG
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and up to the river’s edge. At the start of dry season,
IDUPHUVEHJLQWRSODQWZHWULFHÀHOGV/DWHULQWKH\HDU
WKH\ KDUYHVW ÀVK IURP SRQGV WKDW IRUP LQ WKRVH VDPH
ÀHOGV 5LFH IDUPLQJ DQG ÀVKLQJ DUH WZR EDFNERQH
industries for most of the community in Pemulutan
'LVWULFW RI 2JDQ ,OLU 5HJHQF\7KH PDQ\ ULFH ÀHOGV RI
Ogan Ilir can meet the daily needs of the residents of
the surrounding areas for the entire year. During rainy
VHDVRQ WKH ÀHOGV QRUPDOO\ EHFRPH VPDOO SRQGV DQG
lakes. The community is free to catch the many species
RI IUHVKZDWHU ÀVK WKDW FDQ EH IRXQG LQ WKH ÁRRGHG
ÀHOGV:LWK WKH DUULYDO RI GU\ VHDVRQWKH ZDWHU EHJLQV
WRUHFHGHDQGWKHÀHOGVFDQEHXVHGIRUULFHFXOWLYDWLRQ
again. In addition to rice farming, Pegagan people raise
ÀVK LQ ULYHUV SURGXFH FORWK HPEURLGHUHG ZLWK JROG
and silver thread, and plant small gardens in order to
VXSSOHPHQWWKHLULQFRPH7KHÀHOGVWKH\RZQJHQHUDOO\
are inherited and cannot be enlarged. The Pegagan,
like other inhabitants of South Sumatra, are generally
friendly, easy to get along with and quite open. People
ZKRPRYHLQWRWKHLUDUHDÀQGLWHDV\WRDGDSWWROLYLQJ
with Pegagan neighbors.

A

Beliefs

ll Pegagan people are Muslims. In many places,
Islam is intertwined with traditional customs.
The Pegagan guard harmony with nature around
them through traditional rituals for their spiritual life
and mutual help for life with their neighbors. Many
mosques in the Pegagan area are quite large and the
Pegagan people appear very active in religious devotion.

O

Needs

ne Pegagan district, Indralaya, is slated to become
a buffer zone for the capital city of Palembang.
Because of this, the area is beginning to develop.
The biggest need of the Pegagan is the ability to leverage
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