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Location: More than 34,000
Tai Dam live in Jinping
County in southern China’s
Yunnan Province. The
majority of Tai Dam are
found in northern Vietnam
where approximately half a
million live around the city of
Dien Bien Phu. They also
extend into nearby areas of
Laos and “to the south-west
into central Thailand due to
conquest and deportation by
the (Bangkok) Thai in the
early nineteenth century.”1
Most of the 50,000 Tai Dam
now living in Laos fled there
in the 1950s after the
Communist terror in north
Vietnam.2 Refugee
communities of Tai Dam are
also located in such diverse
places as Iowa, USA;3
Sydney, Australia; and Paris,
France.
Identity: The Tai Dam (Black
Tai) are so named because
of the predominant color of
their traditional clothing, and
also because they live along
the banks of the Black River.
In China, where they have
been included in the official
Dai nationality, the Tai Dam
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