Dariganga
Approximately 35,000 Dariganga people
live in and around the town of the same
name in south-east Mongolia. They inhabit
areas on a volcanic plateau in the southern
part of Mongolia’s Sukhbaatar Province
(also spelled Suhbaatar and Sukhbator).
The Dariganga language is closely related
to standard Hahl Mongolian and has
been listed in some sources as a dialect
of Mongolian.1 Despite this linguistic
relationship, it seems that the people of
Dariganga possess a different sense of
identity and ethnicity. While acknowledging
their link with the larger Mongol group, they
also value their unique culture and history.
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The Dariganga traditionally married when
they were very young. ‘The girls were usually
13 or 14, and the boys were only a few
years older. Today, couples usually marry
while they are in their early-to-mid-twenties,
then immediately begin having children.’4
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The Dariganga region is both barren and
beautiful. ‘The resplendent slopes of
eastern Mongolia and the Moltsog, Ongon
and Suj sand dunes stretch across the
province’s southern reaches. One can
see hundreds if not a thousand gazelles
frolicking together in the warmer months.
Foxes, wolves, marmots and Palla’s cats, to
name but a few, are also numerous in this
province.’3 There are more than 220 extinct
volcanoes in the area, the most famous of

Although there has been encouraging
Christian growth in Mongolia since the early
1990s, the gospel has failed to make the
same kind of impact in this remote corner
of south-east Mongolia as it has in the
nation’s capital. There are just a few known
Dariganga Christians today. Most people
have never heard the gospel in a way
that enables them to make an intelligent
decision to accept or reject Christ.
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C = Are adherents to some form of
Christianity
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