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Much confusion surrounds the classiﬁcation
and population of the Southern Khampa,
whom some researchers refer to as
Atuence people. Atuence is the old name
for the Tibetan town of Deqen in northern
Yunnan Province. Operation China proﬁled
this group as Tibetan, Deqen, but I refer
to them as the Southern Khampa here
in order to remain consistent with the
naming of other Tibetan language groups
in this book. Some sources list more

than 500,000 Atuence speakers, but our
research indicates that there are only
around 95,000,1 in addition to nine villages
of Southern Khampa in the northernmost
tip of Myanmar.2 Formerly part of Tibet,
the town of Deqen was annexed by the
Chinese in 1703 and has since been a part
of Yunnan Province.3 Tibetans had migrated
south into the region many centuries earlier.
The extreme north of Yunnan is an isolated,
mountainous region with abundant rain and
snowfall. Hot springs located throughout the
region help the people alleviate their winter
By 1922 there were reported to be 1,610
struggles.4
Tibetan Catholic converts in the area.11 The
The language and many of the customs
Pentecostal Missionary Union commenced
of the Southern Khampa are distinct from
work in Deqen in 1912 but gained few
those of other Tibetan peoples.5 One
converts. In recent years Lisu evangelists
Chinese scholar was ‘surprised to ﬁnd that have been sent to the Deqen Tibetans and
the life and customs of the people of the
have discipled some Tibetans in the ways
Deqen Prefecture differ from those of the
of Christ. According to a Tibetan Catholic
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau. Besides traditional
priest, Lu Rendi, there are 6,500 Tibetan
Tibetan customs, they have developed quite Catholics in south-east Tibet and at least
a few of their own.’6
a further 3,000 in neighbouring areas of
Yunnan Province.12
Although most Southern Khampa are
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Status of Evangelization
62%

30%
8%

A
B
C
A = Have never heard the gospel
B = Have heard the gospel but have
not become Christians
C = Are adherents to some form of
Christianity
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