Qazi

Introduction / History

The Qazi community derive their name from the term gadi which means "judge." They
have a tradition of being the religious leaders or imams among the Muslim groups. The
majority of the Qazi live in Bihar, India but a good number in Nepal live in the Maithili
speaking areas of Narayari and Janakpur zones.

What are their lives like?

The Qazi are skilled in art of Islamic religious rites and tend to perform the traditional
ceremonies for the greater Muslim community. They perform the birth, purification,
marriage, death and burial rites. The Qazi are Muslims of the Hanafi tradition and
virtually 100% Muslim in India, Nepal and Bangladesh. In India Urdu is the mother
tongue of the over 450,000 Qazi and they can speak other local languages in their
context. In Nepal the Qazi primarily speak Maithili. They enjoy a higher than average
social status because of the general and religious education.

What are their needs?

The Qazi are a very strategic community to bring to faith in Christ as they would be
natural spiritual leaders as followers of Isa. Terrific influence among many Muslim
groups could be made if a Qazi man were able to remain in the community and be a
Christian Qazi leader. With Christ all things are possible!
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