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Location: According to a
1988 article in the Christian
Science Monitor, some
5,000 Japanese people
remain in China as a result
of the Japanese occupation
of Manchuria in the 1930s
and 1940s.1 The total of
5,000 does not include
transient Japanese
businessmen and officials
who presently work in China
but only those people who
have been displaced in
China for more than half a
century. This figure is
expected to lower, as many
have taken advantage of the
services of Nii No Kai (The
Rainbow Group) — a Tokyobased volunteer group who
arrange for the wardisplaced to be returned to
Japan. Nii No Kai helped
relocate 2,600 Japanese
from China between 1972
and 1988. There is no
single cohesive Japanese
community or village in
China. They are scattered
throughout towns and
villages in what was formerly
called Manchuria, now the
northeastern Chinese
provinces of Heilongjiang,
Jilin, and Liaoning.
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Identity: Despite having
adapted to Chinese
language and culture, some
Japanese in China have
stubbornly retained their
ethnic identity and have
longed to return to their
homeland. Yu Kita Otosaka,
a mother of four who
returned to Japan in 1974,
said, “I must not forget how
well the Chinese people
treated me, though I had
fleas and lice all over… but
I always wanted to come
back to this homeland.”2
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Language: All displaced
Japanese were forced to
learn Mandarin in order to
survive in China.
Consequently, many of their

Status of Evangelization
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A = Have never heard the gospel
B = Were evangelized but did not
become Christians
C = Are adherents to any form of
Christianity
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