Lao Lom
The Lao Lom people of Thailand had never
been studied until Joachim Schliesinger
identiﬁed and proﬁled them in 2001.1

in 1828, tens of thousands of people from
Vientiane and the Phuan state were taken
to Siam.’2

There are approximately 25,000 Lao Lom
living in three distinct areas of northern
Thailand: Dan Sai District of Loei Province;
Lom Kao District of Phetchabun Province;
and Tha Bo District of Nong Khai Province.
The Lao Lom in
Nong Khai live
a stone’s throw
from the Mekong
River, while the
other two groups
live further
inland.

In these modern times the Lao Lom women
do not wear their traditional dress, but the
elderly can still remember the black vest
with coloured threads at the hems, thick
vertical white stripes and a black turban
adorning their heads. The
Lao Lom liked to further
decorate themselves with
silver jewelry around their
arms, ankles and waist.
The north-east region of
Thailand is the home of
some of the most exotic
food in the world. The
Lao Lom ‘hunt in the
ﬁelds for snakes, rats,
grasshoppers, snails
and other insects, and
catch ﬁsh in the rivers
with hooks and nets’.3
They also raise animals
such as water buffaloes,
ducks, chickens and pigs
for consumption.
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To identify
the Lao Lom
as a distinct
ethnic group,
Schliesinger ﬁrst
had to unravel
the confusion
surrounding
their name. He
found that they
are known by
different names
Traditionally a bride price
in different locawas required before
tions, depending
a Lao Lom woman’s
on the name
family would release
of their village.
their daughter for the
Those living in
wedding. A value was
Loei Province
placed on each girl
are often called
according to her beauty,
Tai Loei or Tai
health and family’s social
Lei, while those
standing. These days
in Nong Khai
a Lao Lom groom may
are known as
pay as much as 80,000
Tai Dan. He
baht (about US$2,000)
discovered that despite this collection of
for an attractive wife. After the wedding it is
names, the people of all three Lao Lom
customary for the newlywed couple to move
communities share a common historical
in with the bride’s family.
link and a common ethnolinguistic heritage.
Like most Buddhist groups in this part
The Lao Lom were originally Lu people, who of Asia, the Lao Lom also believe in a
over the course of time have formed their
complicated array of spirits. Ceremonies
own identity and deserve to be considered are held several times each year at which
a distinct people group today. ‘Elderly Lao
the community must make offerings and
Lom people can still recount reports by their prayers to the guardian spirits of the village,
grandparents, who sought refuge across
in a bid to ensure wealth and prosperity.
the Mekong River from the Siamese army
Failure to fulﬁll these obligations is believed
after the complete destruction of Vientiane to bring disaster from the offended demon.
during the time of King Anuvong’s war for
There are no known Christians among the
Lao independence against Bangkok. During
Lao Lom people.
the following reprisals by the Siamese army
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Population:
25,000 (2000)
27,300 (2010)
29,800 (2020)
Countries: Thailand
Buddhism: Theravada
Christians: none known

Overview of the Lao
Lom
Other Names: Tai Dan, Tai Loei,
Tai Lom, Tai Lei
Population Sources: 25,000 in
Thailand (2001, J Schliesinger
[2000 ﬁgure])
Language: Tai-Kadai,
Kam-Tai, Be-Tai, Tai-Sek, Tai,
Southwestern, East Central,
Northwest
Dialects: 0
Professing Buddhists: 96%
Practising Buddhists: 70%
Christians: 0%
Scripture: none
Jesus ﬁlm: none
Gospel Recordings: none
Christian Broadcasting: none
ROPAL code: none

Status of Evangelization
79%

20%
1%
A
B
C
A = Have never heard the gospel
B = Have heard the gospel but have
not become Christians
C = Are adherents to some form of
Christianity

