More than 50,000 Khmu people live in
northern Vietnam in five provinces

along the WViet-Lao border. The
majority are located in Nghe An
Province. Others live in Lai Chau, Son
La, Thanh Hoa and Yen Bai provinces.
The greates! concentration of Khmu
people in Asia are found in Laos. They
are scatiered throughout many paris of
the country and number more than
400,000, Khmu communities are also
located i Thailand, Myanmar, China,
and as refugees in the United States,
primarily in Santa Ana, Calif-ornia;
Fort Warth, Texas; and Oklahoma
City.

Most Khmu villages are relocated
every three or four years after the land
in the area has been exhausted and no
longer produces a good harvest.

Despite being recognized as the
original inhabitants of Laos, the Khmu
have a long history of oppression and
conflict with other peoples. They were
driven from the most prosperous land
on the plains by Lao invaders from
southern China almost one thousand
years ago. Many Khmu became slaves
of the Lao. Sull today the Khmu are
widely known as Kha—a derogatory
name meaning 'slaves’.

Basket making and food production
allow the Khmu to barter with other
ethnic groups for those items they are
unable to make, such as cloth, salt and
tools. The Khmu usually come off
worse than the traders they are dealing
with, as they do not have a reputation
as sharp businessmen. Until the 19705
the Khmu did not use bank notes.

Thailand

Shells were used as currency. Because
their homes are situated far from the
ocean, shells were considered a
precious commaodity. Today the Khmu
use the shells as omaments. Khmu
women often tie them together and
hang them around their necks. At a
wedding the groom's family must give
the bride a specified amount of this
ancient currency.

In Khmu culture sons take their
father’s family names and daughters
take their mother's. Every surname
represents an animal or plant which
those who bear that name are not
allowed to touch. Some of the most
popular names are rvai (“tiger'),
tmoong ('fox'), #i ac ('deer’), thrang
('phoenix"), and om ('bird").

The Khmu are animists, They believe
all their actions are controlled by the
supernatural cosmos. Their lives are
seen as pre-ordained by forces more
powerful than them.

Among the numerous spirits (hrof)
worshipped by the Khmu are the hirod
fvang ('the spirit of heaven"), chun
drai (‘the spirit of thunder'), hroi ple
(‘the spirit of the earth'), pru dong (the
water snake which represents the spirit
of the water and the rivers), and rvai

(the spirit of the tiger which represents the
vastness and power of the forest).

Until recently the Khmu lived in fear of tigers.
Many communitics were completely decimated
by attacks from ligers. People never ventured
outside their villages at night, and in the daytime
traveled in groups of people to defend

themseives. Today there are few tigers left ®

except in the most remote places.

Every vear the Khmu in Laos hold festivals to
worship the spirits of the village and their
ancestors, as well as praying for a plentiful
harvest and good fortune.

There are only a handful of believers among the
Khmu in Vietnam, but in Laos they are one of the
strongest Christian groups. Various missions
have targeted the Khmu in Laos since the early

1900s, sowing the seeds for the harvest of at least

50,000 Khmu believers in Laos today.”

Many Khmu m Laos are coming to Christ
through Khmu Gospel radio broadcasts. Some
believe the Khmu in Laos are on the verge of
mass conversion. The short-wave signal is
targeted at the Khmu in Laos, however, and is
difficult to pick up in Vietnam, In 1997 a Khmu

man in Vietnam heard people in Laos were 3

talking about God and walked for four days
through the jungles to hear the message. After
receiving Christ he then walked home again!

The Khrmu are not considered difficult to reach
with the Gospel—most just haven't had the
opportunity to hear it yet. It has also proven vital
for the Khmu to hear the Gospel from another
Khmu. Foreign mission work among them has
proven relatively fruitless, while national
workers have reaped a great harvest,

Bible portions were translated into the Khmu
language almost 80 years ago, and new Bible
projécts are currently under way.

A= hava naver haard tha Gospal or tha name of Christ
& = wara evangelized but have not yet become Christians
€ = Adherents to any form of Christlanity

Countries

Pronunciation
Other Names : x.d:.u.ﬁ:u i&n-hl%
Cang, Tenk, P Thenh, Kimmu,
Xen, Kha Cau, Cim Mu, Kem,
TPouteng, Theng, Kha, Lao Tm;g. Sémm
Populetion Source ¢ 42,853 (1989 cenans):
Thailand; ZOWSIIUSJ\ 304 in France;
alsoin Myanmas
Location = Nghe
mﬂiod in Yen Bij

Pray for the Khmu

1

89,604 in Laos (1985 T Praschan): 15,000-40,000 in

.u;!.ﬂmu. Son La, Thash mu.mmw

Pray the revival that is presently under way among the Khmu in
Laos would spread to the unevangelized Khmu in Vietnam as well
as other ethnic groups throughout the region

Ask the Lord to raise up Khmu believers to take the Gospel into
northern Vietnam,

Pray for the translators of the Khmu Bible and other Seripture
work. Pray their work may be both accurate and quick

Austro-Asiatle, Mon-Khmicr, Northem Mon-Khmer,
Khmuic, Mal-Khmu, Khmo

Quang Lam, Lao Thenh
Animism, Buddhism, Christianity
1100

+ Portions 1918; work in progress




