desired to take them as slaves. They have many
poems, proverbs and puzzles that tell of the ¢
struggle between good and evil, and the true love
and dedication between men and women.
Musical instruments used by the Ta Oi include *
gongs, string zithers, flutes, pan-pipes, trumpets
and drums.

When a young man desires to be married, a go-

More than 30,000 people belonging to
the Ta O1 minorily group hven central
WVietnam's A Luoi District in Thua
Thien Hue Province and the Huong
Hoa District of Quang Ir1 Province.
The Ta Oi are also located in Laos, and

different groups. The Kantua are the
only group adept at the art of weaving.
They make their own clothes, while
the Pacoh and Ba-hi must buy theirs.
The Ba-hi are the only group who
grow rice in irrigated fields; the others

About 70% of Ta Oi are mone-lingual,
meaning they cannot speak any other
language except their own. The Ta Ch
also have one of the lowest literacy
rates among Vietmam's minorities.
Only between 5 to 15% of the Ta O1

between is arranged to approach the family of the
young woman who has caught his attention. Ta
Oi society is strongly matriarchal. Men rule the
community and no decision is made without their

consideration.

a small number of refugees now live in practice slash-and-burn agriculture. can read,
the Stockton, Califormia area in the

United States.

Almost all Ta O1 are animists. They are deeply
bound by fear to the spirit world. Sprit-houses
are constructed on the outskirts of every village.
The Ta Oi pray to numerous gods, ghosts and
deities for the protection and blessing of their
communities, harvests and amimals. Many |
ceremonies are held where animals (including
water buffaloes) and food are sacrificed.

For mission purposes, there Is N0 pe 13 0 live in stilted houses in
doubt the Pacoh, Kantua and Ba-hi groups of ten homes, called vel. The

The Ta Oi consist of three subgroups: should each be viewed as distinet |4 ooneg by each village is clearly
Pacoh, Kantua and Ba-hi. The Pacoh people groups. The Viemamese ..yed by stumps, rocks and markers,
language (spoken by about 15,000 authorities, perhaps conscious of the Each village has a communal house
people) is considered distinet from the need to keep the number of minority wpere social activities take place. Men
two other varieties. Speakers of Pacoh groups down to  manageable go there to drink, receive guests, and
cannot understand the speech of the Ta proportions, combined numerous boast about their hunting achieve-
Oi living in lowland areas "until tribes who are at best, only partially oo trntit recently the Ta Oi were
speakers have had at least two weeks related. skilled at training clephants to do
contact,"!! logging and other work. They have
now abandoned that practice.

performed. A shaman is brought in to help the
soul of the deceased find its way to the next life,
Ta O1 women are sometimes buried in their
traditional clothing, and with ornaments made of
copper, silver, ivory or glass. Several vears after
the burial, the remains of the body are dug up,
washed, decorated, and placed in a funeral house

outside the fence of their former home. il
Pray for the Ta O
OFf the three distinct Ta Oi groups, only the

The Ta Oi languages are part of the
Some customs also vary among the ;g0 Mon-Khmer Imguistic branch.

Today most Ta O live more settled
lives than in the past. They grow rice,
corn, cassava, tobacco, hemp and
sweet potato.

i {/\L."
o After a long day in the field, the Ta Oi Pacoh are known to contain any Christians (only Pray against the demonic strongholds that have kept the Ta Oi
t, love to come together and relax with about 100). The other two groups are completely from the Gospel for gcncn.atiuns. Ask the Holy Spirit to soften the
b laos 5= singing and dancing. Traditional unreached. Evangelists from the Bru minority heartsio (he THOL {0 rscevalihe Gospel,
7 songs, called oat, express the joys and have tried to reach out to the Ta Oi, but they Pray that Ged would raise up Christians to focus on reaching all
£ % sorrows of the Ta Oi. They sing of the stopped afler the Ta O1 sirongly opposed them three ethnic groups amoeng the Ta Of minority. Pray many strong
£ \\ struggles their forefathers endured and and drove them from the area, The only Scripture churches would soon emerge in their midst.

the oppression and hostility they have

b Ask the Lord to heal the wounds of fear, suspicion of outsiders,
faced from other ethnic groups who

and hatred that have kept the Ta Oi from knowing God.

available is the Gospel of Mark, which was
translated into Pacoh in 1965, 3

Overview of the Ta Qi

A = have never heard the Gospel or the nama of Christ
B = were evangelized but have not yot become Christians
C = Adherents te any form of Christianily




