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94 BUNUO

Status of Evangelization

A = Have never heard the gospel 
B = Were evangelized but did not 

become Christians
C = Are adherents to any form of 

Christianity

A B C

Location: Approximately
17,000 Bunuo people live in
a small area within Du’an
County in the western part
of the Guangxi Zhuang
Autonomous Region in
southern China. Du’an is an
isolated mountainous area
on the road between Debao
and Jingxi townships.

Identity: The Bunuo qualify
as a distinct ethnolinguistic
people group, but their
claims have been ignored by
the Chinese authorities who
have placed them in the
Bunu group, which in turn is
officially considered part of
the Yao nationality. The
Chinese call the Bunuo
Beilou Yao, which means
“basket-carrying Yao.” This
is also the nickname given
to the Dongnu people, but
the Dongnu and Bunuo
speak separate languages.
For centuries the Chinese
preferred to ignore the
Bunuo: they considered the
Bunuo to be ignorant
barbarians living in the
remote mountains. Not
willing to study the
ethnolinguistic composition
of the Bunuo until recently,
the Han gave nicknames
like “Beilou Yao” to them in
reference to visible
attributes they saw on the
Bunuo’s infrequent trips
down from their isolated
mountain hideouts. 

Language: The Bunuo
language is one of 11
varieties of Bunu spoken in
China. The languages
closest to Bunuo are
Dongnu and Nunu. Despite
their inclusion in the Yao
nationality for cultural
reasons, the Bunuo’s
language is related to Miao.
Because of their scant
contact with outsiders, few
Bunuo are adequately able
to read or speak Chinese.

History: Most scholars
suggest that the Miao, She,
and Yao (including the
Bunuo) minority groups
today are probably from the
same original race. As these
peoples split geographically
and separated into distinct
entities, many of them
suffered terrible harassment
and persecution from the
Chinese and other peoples.
Those groups considered
particularly violent and
rebellious were treated the
worst. The 1725 Guizhou
Tongzhi, a book on the
different subgroups of Miao,
mentions a group called the
Hei Sheng Miao. They were
described as “a treacherous
and aggressive people.…
One Miao album assures us
that… about half of them
were killed and the rest
surrendered, while another
album reassures the reader
that in 1736 they were
conquered once and for
all.”1

Customs: The Bunuo have
also faced great hostility
down through the centuries.
This has resulted in them
being a very secluded
people who distrust
outsiders to this day.

Religion: The religious
beliefs of the Bunuo include
many different rituals
borrowed from Daoism and
Buddhism. It is not known if
the Bunuo worship Pan Hu,
as do many other Bunu and
Yao groups in Guangxi.

Christianity: The Bunuo are
a practically untouched
people group, separated
from the gospel by
geographical, political,
cultural, and linguistic
barriers. Because they are
not officially recognized by
the Chinese government,
the Bunuo are unknown to
both Chinese and Western
Christians. There are very
few believers of any kind in
the part of Guangxi
inhabited by the Bunuo.

Overview of the
Bunuo
Countries: China

Pronunciation: “Boo-nuoh”

Other Names: Pu-No, Beilou Yao,
Basket-Carrying Yao 

Population Source: 
11,211 (1982 census); 
Out of a total Yao population of
2,134,013 (1990 census)

Location: 
W Guangxi: Du’an County

Status: 
Officially included under Yao

Language: Hmong-Mien, Hmongic,
Bunuic, Bunu

Dialects: 0

Religion: Polytheism, Animism,
Daoism, Ancestor Worship

Christians: None known

Scripture: None

Jesus film: None

Gospel Recordings: None

Christian Broadcasting: None

ROPAL code: BWX03

Bunuo

Population in China:
11,211 (1982)
17,050 (2000)
22,000 (2010)
Location: Guangxi
Religion: Polytheism
Christians: None Known
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