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Location: Approximately
5,500 members of the
Pusha tribe live in an
unspecified location in
southern China’s Guangxi
Zhuang Autonomous Region.
In research literature the
Pusha are often mentioned
along with the Buyang, a
group of similar size who
inhabit three counties in the
extreme southeastern arm
of Yunnan Province. 

Identity: One scholar
explained how the Pusha
came to be considered part
of the official Zhuang
minority in China: “Due to
historical reasons, some
ethnic minorities (the
Bunong [Buyang] and the
Busha [Pusha] who were
later classified as Zhuang)
have moved to different
places and had different
titles but still kept the same
characteristics; the same
language, customs and
traditions.”1 Part of the

confusion surrounding the
Pusha is the result of their
various names and
identities in the past.

Language: The Pusha
language has not been
studied in any depth, but it
is probably a part of the
Kadai linguistic affiliation.
The Pusha differ from other
Zhuang groups who speak
Northern or Central Tai
languages. Most Pusha are
adequately bilingual in the
national language,
Mandarin, since it is the
common language for trade
and commerce throughout
the region.

History: Until recently the
Pusha practiced slash-and-
burn agriculture. They moved
every time their farmland
was exhausted. In 1953 the
Pusha, along with the
Buyang, were officially
included as part of the huge
Zhuang nationality.2 It

seems that they may have
voluntarily accepted their
inclusion into the Zhuang,
even though they speak
their own language and
possess their own set of
customs and traditions. One
writer explains, “After the
establishment of the
People’s Republic of China,
during the stage of the
‘recognition of nationalities’,
the Zhuangs from different
districts agreed, through
democratic consultation,
that they be regarded as the
Zhuang nationality as a
whole.”3 They probably had
the option to either accept
inclusion as part of China’s
largest artificially
constructed minority group
or remain isolated and
without the benefits of
belonging to one of China’s
56 politically recognized
nationalities. 

Customs: The Pusha live in
makeshift homes because,
until recently, they had to be
ever ready to move to a new
location. 

Religion: Animism and
ancestor worship are the
predominant religious
beliefs among the Pusha.
Each home has an ancestral
altar where frequent
offerings are made to local
deities.

Christianity: The Pusha are
an unevangelized people
group, living in complete
ignorance, without a gospel
witness. James Fraser, a
missionary to the Lisu in the
early part of the twentieth
century, pleaded with
believers around the world
to intercede for the
unreached: “I am not asking
you to just ‘help’ in prayer
as a sort of sideline, but I
am trying to roll the main
responsibility of prayer
warfare on you. I want you

to take the burden of these
people on your shoulders. I
want you to wrestle with God
for them.”4 The Pusha need
similar fervent prayer on
their behalf.

Overview of the
Pusha
Countries: China

Pronunciation: “Poo-sha”

Other Names: Busha 

Population Source: 
5,000 (1995 AMO);
Out of a total Zhuang population
of 15,489,630 (1990 census)

Location: SW Guangxi

Status: 
Officially included under Zhuang

Language: Daic, Kadai

Dialects: 0

Religion: Animism, Polytheism,
Ancestor Worship

Christians: None known

Scripture: None

Jesus film: None

Gospel Recordings: None

Christian Broadcasting: None

ROPAL code: None
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Status of Evangelization

A = Have never heard the gospel
B = Were evangelized but did not 

become Christians
C = Are adherents to any form of 

Christianity
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Population in China:
5,000 (1995)
5,490 (2000)
6,560 (2010)
Location: Guangxi
Religion: Animism
Christians: None Known
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