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Status of Evangelization

A = Have never heard the gospel 
B = Were evangelized but did not 

become Christians
C = Are adherents to any form of 

Christianity

A B C

Location: Approximately 5,000 members 
of the Changpao ethnic group live in an
unspecified part of southwestern or
southern Guizhou Province in southern
China.1 Guizhou “is an intense table-land
with a mean altitude of 4,200 feet [1,280
meters]. Deep narrow rivers intersect the
table-land which is studded with numerous
mountain peaks, some of which, especially
in the west, attain an altitude of 8,000 or
9,000 feet [2,440–2,740 meters].”2

Identity: When the Chinese sent their
teams of experts throughout China to
determine the official nationalities, they
could not decide which minority group the
Changpao were related to. In the 1982
census they were placed in a list of
Undetermined Minorities. In 1985, possibly
at their own insistence, they were
reclassified as part of the Yao nationality.3

The name Changpao is Chinese in origin. It
is not known what this group calls itself.
There is little doubt, however, that from a
mission-significant viewpoint the Changpao
should be considered a distinct group.

Language: Little is known about the
language of the Changpao. Because they
were officially considered Yao, it is likely
they speak a variety from the Hmong-Mien
language family, but whether it is part of
the Mienic or Hmongic branch (such as the

many Bunu languages in
southern China) remains
undetermined. 

History: The history of the
classification of the
Changpao began in 1953
when they applied for
recognition as a distinct
minority group. They
appeared on a list as one
of 80 groups in Guizhou
that remained
unclassified. After
research, the list of 80
was reduced to only 23
“actual” groups, which
included the Changpao.
Although they have now
been named as part of the
Yao, the bureaucratic
struggle of the Changpao
is indicative of their
struggle as a people group
to survive against all odds.

Poor soil, wars, and famine have combined
to keep the Changpao population low over
the centuries.

Customs: Culturally, the Changpao share
many similarities with the Yao of Guangxi.
They may be related to the various Bunu
groups, who are linguistically Miao but
culturally Yao after countless generations of
living near Yao communities.

Religion: Throughout the course of the
year, Changpao families observe several
ceremonies dedicated to spirit worship and
ancestor worship. Daoist priests are also
consulted about many important festivities
and rituals over which they then preside.

Christianity: Because the location of the
Changpao has yet to be specified, nothing
is known of the status of Christianity
among them. There are no more than a
handful of known Yao believers in the whole
province, so it is likely that the Changpao
are an unreached and largely unevangelized
people group. Protestant missionary activity
in Guizhou, which commenced when C. H.
Judd and J. F. Braumton of the China Inland
Mission arrived in 1877, experienced great
success among the A-Hmao and Gha-Mu.
Few other areas of the province have
received a gospel witness.

Population in China:
5,000 (1999)
5,140 (2000)
6,630 (2010) 
Location: Guizhou
Religion: Animism
Christians: None Known

Overview of the
Changpao
Countries: China

Pronunciation: “Chung-paow”

Other Names: Changpao Yao

Population Source: 
5,000 (1999 AMO); 
Out of a total Yao population of
2,134,013 (1990 census)

Location: S Guizhou

Status: Officially included under
Yao since 1985; 
Previously included in a list of
Undetermined Minorities

Language: 
Hmong-Mien, Unclassified

Dialects: 0

Religion: Animism, 
Ancestor Worship, Daoism

Christians: None known

Scripture: None 

Jesus film: None

Gospel Recordings: None

Christian Broadcasting: None

ROPAL code: None
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