Chuanlan

depending on their location
and the amount of
interaction they have had
with those groups. Most
Chuanlan women and
children do not know any
Mandarin.
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Population in China:
200,000 (1952)
324,800 (2000)
367,000 (2010)
Location: Guizhou
Religion: Ancestor Worship
Christians: 20,000

Overview of the
Chuanlan
Countries: China
Other Names: Chuanchun,
Ch’uan-chun-tsi, Lao Han,
Old Han
Population Source:
More than 200,000
(1952 Fei Xiaotong);
Out of a total Han population of
1,042,482,187 (1990 census)
Location:
W Guizhou: Anshun, Bijie,
Weining, and Pingyuan counties
Status: Officially included under
Han Chinese
Language:
Chinese, Guizhou dialect
Dialects: 0
Religion: Ancestor Worship,
No Religion, Daoism, Christianity,
Animism, Buddhism
Christians: 20,000
Scripture: Chinese Bible
Jesus film: None
Gospel Recordings:
Mandarin: Guiyanghua #04574
Christian Broadcasting: None
ROPAL code: None

Status of Evangelization

58%
35%
7%
A

B

C

A = Have never heard the gospel
B = Were evangelized but did not
become Christians
C = Are adherents to any form of
Christianity

104 CHUANLAN

Dwayne Graybill

Pronunciation: “Chooan-lahn”

History: The Chuanlan are
a Han Chinese group who
have remained ethnically,
linguistically and socially
distinct. The Chinese in
Guizhou are divided into
the Lao-han-ren and Keh-jia
— that is, the “Original” or
“Old Chinese” and the
“Immigrants”. The “Old
Chinese” claimed to have
settled in Guizhou in the
eighth and ninth centuries
AD. A second wave arrived
in the fourteenth century.
These were soldiers who
were left in the area after
Location: Approximately 300,000 Chuanlan military campaigns.5 Many took minority
people are concentrated within Anshun
women as wives and formed separate
Prefecture in southern China’s Guizhou
communities.
Province. A precise population for the
Chuanlan is difficult to obtain. In the early Customs: Chuanlan women wear distinctive
1950s their population was listed as “more indigo dresses that feature intricate
than 200,000,”1 while a more recent
embroidery similar to the Miao. Many
estimate puts their numbers at “several
Chuanlan customs have been borrowed
hundred thousand people.”2 Most Chuanlan from the Miao and Bouyei.
are located in Anshun, but historically
others have lived as far west as Weining
Religion: The majority of Chuanlan practice
County and as far north as Pingyuan.3 Today traditional Chinese religions. Elements of
Anshun is one of the largest industrial and ancestor worship, Daoism, Confucianism,
coal-mining areas of southern China.
Buddhism, and animism are found among
them. In addition, there are many atheist
Identity: The Chuanlan (Blue-Dressed
Chuanlan who have forsaken all outward
People) are also known as Lao Han (Old
appearance of religion because of pressure
Han) by people in Guizhou. In the 1950s
from the Communist regime.
the Chuanlan applied for recognition as a
separate minority group. Their application
Christianity: There are many Chuanlan
was rejected, and they were included as
believers in the region. Seventy thousand
part of the Han Chinese nationality. “Some Christians are reported in Bijie alone,6
people of the Han nationality who had
although most of them are Miao and Yi.
migrated into regions inhabited by ethnic
During the 1930s, the Communists
minorities in the past, such as the
confiscated the two main churches in Bijie
Chuanlan (‘the blue-dressed people’) in
and used them for their headquarters. They
Guizhou, were not recognized as an
have now become a revolutionary museum
independent ‘nationality’.”4 This upset the in commemoration of the Communist’s
Chuanlan who reapplied in the late 1970s, Long March.7 Although they speak a distinct
only to be rejected again.
Chinese dialect — for which gospel
recordings were recently made — the
Language: The Chuanlan speak the Guizhou Chuanlan are able to use the Chinese Bible
dialect of Chinese as their mother tongue. in their church services.
Many can also speak Bouyei or Miao,

