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Location: In 1987 Chinese linguist
Zheng Guo-qiao reported a total of
1,200 speakers of the Duoluo
language in southern China. They are
located in a spreadout area, including
the Agong District of Zhijin County;
Xiangyinshao District of Zhenning
County; and the Dujiao and Yanjiao
districts of Liuzhi City in western
Guizhou Province. The Duoluo
language is also spoken in Jianshan
District of Zunyi County in northern
Guizhou, as well as the Sanchong
District of Longlin County in the
northwestern part of the Guangxi
Zhuang Autonomous Region.1 There
may also be ethnic Duoluo people
living in eastern Yunnan Province, but
they can no longer speak their
language and so have not been listed
in Chinese sources.

Identity: The Duoluo are one of
several distinct ethnolinguistic groups
which have been combined to form
the official Gelao nationality in China.
In 1945 the Gelao were described as
being part of the Lao race in China,
which included the Mulao and Tulao.2

Language: The Duoluo language,
though now only spoken by a small
number of people, is distinct from all
other Gelao varieties in southern
China. To show the distinctiveness of
these languages, the Duoluo spoken
in Longlin County of Guangxi has only
54% lexical similarity with the Gao
language spoken in Anshun in Guizhou
Province, even though both Duoluo
and Gao are considered “Gelao
dialects.”3 Missionary Samuel Clarke
wrote, “The language of the Keh-lao

[Gelao] is quite
different from every
other spoken in the
province.”4 Duoluo has
six tones.

History: The Duoluo
were once the
renowned leaders of
the Yelang Kingdom
which ruled a large
part of southern
China. Prior to the
advent of Chinese
Communism in 1949
many Duoluo practiced
child-marriage. “To
celebrate the
marriage, the bride
would walk with her
relatives, carrying an
umbrella, to the
groom’s home, where
they would live apart
from their parents.”5

Customs: When a Duoluo dies, a
colorful funeral procession is staged.
“Mourners dance in groups of three,
one playing a lusheng (reed pipe), one
beating a bamboo pole, the third
brandishing a sword, and all singing
as they dance. In other areas, the
mourners sit in front of the coffin
while family members of the deceased
serve wine in gratitude to them. In
some places, a shaman who chooses
the time and place of burial recites
scriptures at the grave. Animal
sacrifice usually accompanies the
burial. Trees, rather than stones, mark
the grave.”6

Religion: Animism and ancestor
worship are mostly practiced among
Duoluo communities in the remote
mountains. Most of the Duoluo living
near townships have been thoroughly
assimilated and have become
nonreligious.

Christianity: There is believed to be a
small number of Christians among the
Duoluo today. Catholic mission work
among the different Gelao groups
started in the late 1800s. A Catholic
church was soon built. Protestant
work commenced in the early 1900s.
In 1908 the first two Gelao living in
the Miao area of “Heo-er-kuan” were
baptized.

Overview of the
Duoluo
Countries: China

Pronunciation: “Duoh-luoh”

Other Names: Duoluo Gelao

Population Source: 
1,200 (1987 Zheng Guo-qiao);
Out of a total Gelao population of
437,997 (1990 census)

Location: 
Guizhou: Zhijin, Zunyi, and
Zhenning counties; 
And Luzhi City; 
NW Guangxi: Longlin County

Status: 
Officially included under Gelao

Language: Daic, Kadai, Lati-Kelao

Dialects: 0

Religion: Ancestor Worship,
Animism, No Religion,
Christianity, Shamanism

Christians: 40

Scripture: None 

Jesus film: None

Gospel Recordings: None

Christian Broadcasting: None

ROPAL code: KKF04

Duoluo

Status of Evangelization

A = Have never heard the gospel 
B = Were evangelized but did not 

become Christians
C = Are adherents to any form of 

Christianity

A B C
Population in China:
1,200 (1987)
1,650 (2000)
2,130 (2010) 
Location: Guizhou, Guangxi
Religion: Ancestor Worship
Christians: 40
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