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Population in China:
150,000 (1982)
228,300 (2000)
294,500 (2010)
Location: Guizhou, Jiangxi,
Hunan, Sichuan
Religion: Ancestor Worship
Christians: 500

Overview of the Laba
Countries: China
Pronunciation: “Lah-ba”
Other Names: Huguang,
Huguangren, Laobazi, Nabazi,
Laba Miao
Population Source:
150,000 (1982 Minzu Shibie
Wenxian Ziliao Huibian);
Out of a total Miao population of
7,398,035 (1990 census)
Location:
SW Guizhou: Qinglong, Shuicheng,
Pu’an, and Panxian counties;
Also in Jiangxi; Hunan; and
Sichuan
Status: Officially included
under Miao since 1985;
Previously included in a list of
Undetermined Minorities
Language: Chinese
Dialects: 0
Religion: Ancestor Worship,
Animism, No Religion, Christianity
Christians: 500
Scripture: None
Jesus film: None
Gospel Recordings:
Miao: Laba
Christian Broadcasting: None
ROPAL code: None

Status of Evangelization

77%

Location: More than
200,000 people belonging
to the Laba ethnic group live
in Guizhou Province in
southern China. The
population of the Laba in
1982 was given at 150,000
by a Chinese official
publication.1 The Laba
predominantly live in
Qinglong, Shuicheng, Pu’an,
and Panxian counties in
southwest Guizhou. There
are also reports of Laba
people in parts of Jiangxi,
Hunan, and Sichuan
provinces.2

language has started to
show signs of losing its
Miao traits. One report
states that Laba “is slowly
changing back to Chinese.”6

connection between the
Laba and Miao was the fact
that they prepared and ate
the same kind of food,
which is significant in China.

History: One alternative
name for the Laba is
Huguangren. This is
because they reportedly
originated in Huguang
County of Hunan Province,
before migrating across
Guizhou and settling in their
present location. During the
Qing Dynasty there were still
4,500 Laba in Hunan
Province.7 The Laba were
Identity: When Chinese
probably a garrison of Han
scholars first visited the
Chinese soldiers who were
Laba in the 1950s they
sent to Guizhou to fight the
were unable to determine
Miao. After hostilities
what ethnolinguistic
ceased, the soldiers stayed
relationship the Laba had
behind, married local
with other groups. The Laba women, and gradually
shared many of the customs developed a separate
of their Gha-Mu (Small
ethnicity until they forgot
Flowery Miao) neighbors yet their roots as Han people.
seemed to only speak a
form of Chinese. In the
Customs: The customs and
1982 census the Laba were celebrations of the Laba
included in an extensive list also reflect both Miao and
of Undetermined Minorities, Han influences. For many
which included more than
years the main cultural
900,000 people in 80
groups, most of which were
located in Guizhou
Province.3 In 1985 the
government officially
reclassified the Laba under
the Miao nationality.4 One
source says that although
the Laba are now
considered Miao, “really
they are Han.”5 The Laba
are also widely known as
the Huguang, or
Huguangren. Laba is the
name they call themselves.

Religion: Ancestor worship
and animism are the
primary religious systems
practiced by the Laba. In the
past, a cow was sacrificed
to the spirits of the Laba’s
ancestors every three years.
The Laba believed the meat
was able to nourish the
souls of their forefathers in
the next life.
Christianity: Although
approximately 500 Laba
follow Christ, the gospel has
never taken root among this
group as it has among other
peoples in the area. More
than 70% of the Gha-Mu
(Small Flowery Miao), for
example, are Christians. The
first Protestant missionary
in the area was J. R. Adam,
who commenced work near
Anshun in 1899. In 1998
gospel recordings were
produced in the Laba
language.
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A = Have never heard the gospel
B = Were evangelized but did not
become Christians
C = Are adherents to any form of
Christianity

Language: The history of
the Laba language is
fascinating. They originally
spoke a form of Chinese,
before they intermarried
with the Miao and absorbed
many influences from that
language. In recent
decades, however, the Laba
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