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Linguist Juha Janhunen
suggests that Kyakala was
“a Manchurian variety of
Udehe, possibly transitional
towards Manchu…
historically the ethnonym
Kyakala has also been
applied to the speakers of
Udege.”7 The Kyakala
remain proud of their ethnic
identity and historical roots.

area in the northwest of the
province. The Kyakala would
now best be reached by
using the Chinese
Scriptures.
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Location: Approximately
2,000 members of the
Kyakala were reported in
1996. None, however, are
able to still speak the
Kyakala language.1 The
majority are concentrated to
the south of Heihe County in
Heilongjiang Province. Heihe
is located on the ChinaRussia border. Due to the
recent thawing in relations
between the two countries,
Chinese tour groups are now
able to cross the border
from Heihe into the Russian
town of Blagovenshcensk.
“Chinese tourists don’t find
much to buy in Russia, but
are impressed to see a city
where nobody spits and
people actually stand in
line.”2 Smaller numbers of
Kyakala live in various cities
between the Ussuri and
Sungari river basins.
Identity: The Kyakala are
the remnant of a people
whose assimilation into
surrounding nationalities
was hastened by the large
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Jesus film: None

Language: Kyakala, once a
vibrant Tungic language, has
been extinct since the early
1900s4. “After an initial
integration into Manchu, the
language has been replaced
by Mandarin Chinese.”5
Today knowledge of written
Manchu is reportedly still
encountered among some
Kyakala scholars.6 Little
precise information is known
about the Kyakala language.
The language seems to have
died before any linguistic
research was done. Finnish

Religion: Once a people
dominated by shamanism,
the Kyakala show few traces
of their former religion
today. Most of these people
are nonreligious, although
many elderly Kyakala retain
ancestor worship practices
in their homes.

Gospel Recordings: None
Christian Broadcasting: None
ROPAL code: None

Status of Evangelization

86%

14%
0%

Christianity: There are no
known Kyakala Christians. A
revival in the 1990s swept
through many parts of
Heilongjiang Province but did
not encompass the Kyakala
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A = Have never heard the gospel
B = Were evangelized but did not
become Christians
C = Are adherents to any form of
Christianity
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