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be accurately described as
nonreligious.
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Location: The Han Chinese
are the largest ethnic group
on earth, and Mandarin is
the world’s most widely
spoken language. More than
780 million Chinese speak
Mandarin — known as
Putonghua meaning “the
common speech” — as
their mother tongue.
Mandarin-speaking Chinese
are found all over China but
are mostly concentrated in
the northern and eastern
provinces. Beijing is the
unofficial “home” of
Mandarin, and the Beijing
dialect is the standard used
for media and education.
Millions of Mandarin
speakers are also found in
numerous countries around
the world.
Identity: The Han Chinese
are one of the 56 official
nationalities of China. The
name China stems from the
Qin (Chin) Dynasty of
221–207 BC. The Chinese
call their country Zhongguo,
“The Middle Kingdom.”
Language: There is
remarkable linguistic

uniformity among Mandarin
speakers. Chinese from
diverse places such as
Urumqi in the northwest,
Harbin in the northeast, and
Kunming in the southwest
— thousands of miles apart
— are able to understand
each other without too much
difficulty.
History: The Wei Dynasty (AD
220–280): After the
collapse of the Han Dynasty,
China fell into almost 400
years of crippling war and
internal conflict. The country
was divided into three
kingdoms. The Wei ruled
areas north of the Yangtze.
Customs: The Chinese have
invented numerous items
throughout their long history,
including paper and
gunpowder.
Religion: The Chinese have
been most influenced by
Buddhism, Daoism, and
Confucianism throughout
their history, but since the
advent of Communism in
1949 most Chinese could
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