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Status of Evangelization

A = Have never heard the gospel
B = Were evangelized but did not 

become Christians
C = Are adherents to any form of 

Christianity

A B C

Location: Approximately 30,000 members
of the Gaiji ethnic group reportedly live in
the central part of Yunxian County in
Yunnan Province. They share the county
with many ethnic groups, including the
Mishaba Laluo, the Mili, and the Limi.
Yunxian County lies within the jurisdiction 
of the Lincang Prefecture. 

Identity: The Gaiji are one of the more
assimilated of the 120 ethnic groups that
have been combined by the Chinese
authorities to form the official Yi nationality.
The Gaiji are a little-known people. They
have never before appeared on
ethnolinguistic lists of China’s peoples.

Language: The Gaiji once widely spoke their
own language, which was part of the
Western Yi group of Tibeto-Burman
languages. Today, however, it is reportedly
“very near extinction and only spoken by a
handful of elderly individuals.”1 In only
about 60 years, the entire Gaiji people
group has gone from vigorous use of their
mother tongue to exclusive use of Chinese.

History: Little is known about the history of
the Gaiji people and how they relate to
other Yi groups in southern China. Even
oral traditions and legends are not handed
down to Gaiji children anymore. 

Customs: According to one
researcher, the Gaiji “retain
their folk-dances, certain
festivals, and religious
beliefs. These, however,
along with their bloodline,
are the only factors
separating them from the
pervasive Han culture.”2

Gaiji weddings are
traditionally very relaxed.
Once a couple decides they
are ready for marriage, they
choose a day to go farther
into the mountains and
chop firewood together. The
bride “bears the firewood
on her back as the two
return to the groom’s home
to meet his parents. The
bride then works for the
groom’s parents for two or
three days. After her work is
done, the two leave for the
home of the bride. At the
bride’s home the groom
engages in conversation

with the bride’s parents; by and by he
leaves with the family water buckets
balanced on his shoulders with a bamboo
rod. If he is able to return with full buckets
and empty them into the household crock
without spilling any water he is considered
a capable candidate for marriage and
knows that he has been accepted by his
new in-laws. As soon as the couple returns
to the home of the groom’s family, the two
are considered married.”3

Religion: Few Gaiji under the age of 30
have any religious beliefs. Most elderly Gaiji
retain some vestiges of ancestor worship,
Daoism, and animism. In the past, the Gaiji
were a very superstitious people, but their
beliefs have gradually eroded as have their
culture and language.

Christianity: Often when tribal peoples
assimilate to Chinese culture and language
it affords them a better chance of hearing
the gospel, but in the case of the Gaiji this
has not occurred because the Chinese
living in the Gaiji area, Yunxian County, are
also unreached. There may be a very small
number of professing Han believers in the
county seat, which is the main
administrative town, but they are not known
to be outward-looking in their faith. The
Gaiji remain unreached and untold.

Population in China:
30,000 (1999)
30,750 (2000)
38,600 (2010)
Location: Yunnan
Religion: Polytheism
Christians: None Known

Overview of the Gaiji
Countries: China

Pronunciation: “Gai-jee”

Other Names: Gaijipo, Gaiqipo

Population Source: 
30,000 (1999 J. Pelkey); 
Out of a total Yi population of
6,572,173 (1990 census) 

Location: Yunnan: Yunxian County
in Lincang Prefecture

Status: 
Officially included under Yi

Language: Sino-Tibetan, 
Tibeto-Burman, Burmese-Lolo,
Lolo, Northern Lolo, Yi, 
Western Yi

Dialects: 0

Religion: Polytheism, Animism,
Ancestor Worship

Christians: None known

Scripture: None 

Jesus film: None

Gospel Recordings: None

Christian Broadcasting: None

ROPAL code: None
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