
Location: Six hundred Eastern
Samadu people live in just one village
in southern China. They inhabit Zijun
Village of Yiliiu District in Guandu
County.1 Guandu is part of the
Kunming Municipality. 

Identity: The Eastern Samadu are
part of the massive Yi nationality in
China. They speak a very different
language from the Western Samadu, a
group of 7,500 people who live across
the province in the Lincang Prefecture
near the China-Myanmar border. The
Western Samadu claim to have
migrated long ago from the Kunming
area, so there would seem little doubt
that these groups were once one
people. Centuries of separation have
caused them to become distinct, even
though they still retain the same
name. The Eastern Samadu, in fact,
now pronounce their name slightly
differently, as Samaduo.

Language: The Eastern Samadu
language is part of the Eastern Yi
branch of Tibeto-Burman, although
some Chinese sources state that it is
part of the Southeastern Yi branch.
Eastern Samadu is believed to be
nearing linguistic extinction and may
now be spoken only by a few older
people. 

History: The Eastern Samadu were
once a much larger group than they
are today, but epidemics,
assimilation, and migration caused
them to reduce in size. Many Yi
groups, including the Samadu, have
legends about a great flood and about
the origins of the human race: “A

certain man had
three sons. He
received warning
that a flood was
about to come upon
the earth, and the
family discussed
how they should
save themselves
when this calamity
came upon them.
One suggested an
iron cupboard,
another a stone
one, but the
suggestion of the
third that they
should make a
cupboard of wood
and store it with
food was acted
upon.”2

Customs: Although
they no longer
participate in many of their traditional
festivals, the Eastern Samadu still
celebrate the Torch Festival, as do
many other ethnic groups in Yunnan
Province. A large torch is lit to frighten
away the evil spirits before the festival
can proceed. In some locations the
people drink chicken blood mixed with
rice. 

Religion: The homes of the Eastern
Samadu are customarily built at the
foot of a hill, and sacrifices are
regularly offered on the hillside in the
fourth month of each year. In the past
the local shaman determined the
most propitious day. An altar was
erected, and a sheep and pig were

sacrificed. Since the antireligion drives
of the Cultural Revolution in the
1960s shamans have become scarce,
although in recent years some have
re-emerged.

Christianity: Although little is known
about the status of Christianity among
the Eastern Samadu, there may be a
small number of believers among
them. A number of churches, both
from the Three-Self Patriotic
Movement and unregistered house
churches, are present in Guandu
County. Most Eastern Samadu,
however, have no knowledge of the
gospel and have never been targeted
for evangelism.

Overview of the
Eastern Samadu
Countries: China

Pronunciation: “Sah-mah-doo”

Other Names: 
Samaduo, Eastern Samaduo

Population Source: 
600 (1999 J. Pelkey); 
Out of a total Yi population of
6,572,173 (1990 census) 

Location: Yunnan: Zijun Village of
Yiliiu District in Guandu County

Status: 
Officially included under Yi

Language: Sino-Tibetan, 
Tibeto-Burman, Burmese-Lolo,
Lolo, Northern Lolo, Yi, 
Eastern Yi

Dialects: 0

Religion: Polytheism, Animism,
Ancestor Worship, Christianity

Christians: 10

Scripture: None 

Jesus film: None

Gospel Recordings: None

Christian Broadcasting: None

ROPAL code: None
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Status of Evangelization

A = Have never heard the gospel
B = Were evangelized but did not 

become Christians
C = Are adherents to any form of 

Christianity

A B CPopulation in China:
600 (1999)
615 (2000)
770 (2010)
Location: Yunnan
Religion: Polytheism
Christians: 10
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